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Dear Friends, 

By the time this month’s 4M comes out the news of my move will be fairly 
widely known. 

After eleven happy years, initially in Comberton and Toft and then working 
across the whole Lordsbridge Team, I am moving into a new role in the 
diocese as Bishop’s Change Officer for Market Towns. This is a 
challenging job, and most certainly won’t be an easy one as I take on a 
task that has not been done before. 

I am so grateful to all the people of St Mary’s for their love and support 
over my time here. It has been exciting to see people growing in faith, and 
to watch as so many have moved into new roles and new areas of 
ministry. 

St Mary’s is the most welcoming church I have ever encountered, and I 
know that your new minister will quickly feel at home. There will be a gap 
of several months before a new appointment is made, I’m afraid – that’s 
how the Church of England works – but as part of a team ministry there will 
be partnership and support all the way through. 

In the mean time, the witness and worship of St Mary’s continue as God 
leads us forward. In particular, we are aiming to use the Autumn once 
again as a season of invitation. Invitation cards will be available for 
harvest, remembrance, the art exhibition, crib service and carols. Please 
be praying for your friends and neighbours, and be thinking who you might 
be able to invite to come and discover more of God’s love as we mark the 
different key moments through the season. 

God is good, and God will lead us each forward into His good purposes, 
wherever we may be. 

Mike 

 



Friends of St Mary’s  

A number of local churches have Friends 
groups, and we are in the process of 
launching one for St Mary’s. 

The Friends of a church are generally 
people who want to help support the building and fabric, but who may not 
be regular worshippers. Regular members of St Mary’s congregation 
already give generously and are involved in all sorts of activities, so we are 
not generally expecting most of them to become Friends.  

Friends may be people who do not go to church, or who belong to 
Cambridge churches, but who want to help in giving and fund raising for 
their local church building. St Mary’s is the most significant historical 
landmark in Comberton, and a lot of people care about it. 

Please be thinking about local people who might be interested in being 
part of the group, and mention it to them or let Mike have their details. 
There is a cheese and wine evening to launch the Friends group on 
Monday 19th September at 7.00pm, 26 Swaynes Lane. 

 
 
Worship singing group ~ Wednesday 31st August	

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Wednesday 31st August 7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 

 

A date for your diary:- 

Saturday 24th September from 9.30 am to 12 noon 

Space to breathe - A morning of quiet and reflection at  

St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Dry Drayton 

Led by Nicky Redsell 



 
    
  

In the past St Mary’s Church has supported Operation 
Christmas Child.  Over the past few years we have 
brought smiles to many to children who would not 
usually receive anything at Christmas child. 
This is the world’s largest children’s Christmas project, 
run by the Christian relief and development 
organisation Samaritan’s Purse. 
They go to children regardless of their back ground or religious belief. It is 
a gift of unconditional love. It is a joy to see their smiles when they receive 
a gift from someone who has taken the care to fill a box with gifts just for 
them to receive. 
If you are unable to support this project by filling a whole shoebox but wish 
to donate something even if it is just one item. There will be a box in 
Church to collect these items (We do ask that all gifts should be new). Also 
if you have any empty shoeboxes we would still be grateful, wrapped or 
unwrapped we do not mind. 
During the year, if there are any knitters that would like to knit a hat, scarf 
and/ or mittens they would be gratefully received, either this year or next. 
There will be leaflets in the church if you require one. 
  
Items required for the shoeboxes are as follows; 
TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls 
or stuffed toys (with CS label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, 
ball, small puzzles etc. 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: Pens, pencils, & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, 
stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar 
calculators, colouring & picture books etc. (No novels as these children 
do not read English) 
HYGIENE ITEMS: Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, 
comb or hairbrush, flannel. 
OTHER ITEMS: Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, 
jewellery set, wind up torch, wrapped sweets (sell by date must be visible 
and at least March of the following year). (Sweets please do not split 
packet up as sell by date must be visible) 
DO NOT INCLUDE: used or damaged items, war related items such as toy 
guns, play soldiers or knives; no chocolate or other food items; liquids 
or lotions of any type including bubbles; medicines, hand-made or knitted 
stuffed toys; anything of a political, racial or religious nature; marbles or 



sharp objects glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; clothing other than 
as listed above. 
  
INCLUDE £3 DONATION PER BOX 
Samaritans purse ask for a minimum £3 shipping donation to cover UK 
transportation, overseas shipping and promotion for each box you prepare. 
You can give online to discover the destination of your shoebox. You can 
also write a cheque to Samaritan’s Purse, place it in an envelope and put it 
inside your shoebox, then secure the box with an elastic band. If you do 
more than one box, just make out one cheque to cover all your shoebox 
donations, put it in an envelope and place it inside one of your shoeboxes. 
For further information please go to  www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk 
PLEASE could items and shoes boxes in before Friday 18th November 
(Sunday 20th November at the latest) 
Also if anyone is interested in volunteering please visit the website for 
further information, or speak to Alice Gathercole. 
    

 
Hospital Chaplaincy 
I am writing to let you, in St Mary's, know about a 
new venture I am undertaking. About a year ago 
I did a course run by Addenbrooke's Hospital 
Chaplaincy to see if I would like to join their team 
as a volunteer and also whether they thought I 
would fit in with them. 

Having done the course and retained (and 
increased!) my enthusiasm, I thankfully passed 
muster and joined the team. I now visit patients 
in the Emergency Department once a week and, 



once a month on Sunday, give Communion to patients who are unable to 
get to the Chapel. 

I am really enjoying being part of the chaplaincy team and meeting 
patients, relatives and members of staff. Some patients are very ill and 
some not so ill, but in need of medical assessment and treatment. 
Reactions to me are very diverse and range from not wanting to talk to me 
at all, to immediately asking for prayer. Giving Communion and praying for 
those who would like prayer is a great privilege, as is the opportunity to be 
with people at what can be a difficult and scary time. 

I would value your prayers, that I will be sensitive to the needs of the 
people I meet, open to God's Spirit, encouraging those of faith and having 
the right words to say to those of little or no faith, whoever they are - thank 
you. 

Clare Crang 

 
Harvest Thanksgiving (18th September) this year is again timed to follow 
on from the Village Show. If you’re at the show in Meridian School on the 
Saturday (17th  September), please invite your friends to come on the 
Sunday morning and thank God for all the wonderful things that grow in 
our village. 

 
Did you go to Oasis? 

Would you be willing to write something of your experiences there? 

Have you read an interesting book? 

Would you be willing to write a review? 

Has a bible passage inspired you or helped you? 

Would you be willing to share that in 4m? 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the changing seasons  - and as we enter a new season 
at St Mary's – pray that we will embrace the newness of the season and 
learn from the experience 
 

² Give thanks for people that visit St Mary’s, 
may the seed of faith begin and continue to 
grow 
 

² Continue to pray Mike and Liz and prepare 
for their new calling  
 

² Pray for the PCC and church wardens as we 
prepare to enter the interregnum  
 

² For those facing uncertain times at work or at home, that they may 
know the Lord as their unshakable rock in the midst of the storm 
 

² Continue to pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous 
locations – may they know Your provision, strength and sustaining 
peace 
 

² Remember the countries where there is conflict or disaster – we 
especially pray for Italy, following the earthquake 
 

² As we reach out to the community during the season of invitation…We 
ask for opportunities to strengthen friendships and make new ones 
 

² Remember our twinned church in Northern India and Kilgali pray for the 
congregations as they share the good news of Jesus to those who have 
not heard 
 

² Remember in prayer those who are ill and in need of your sustaining 
love, comfort and strength – we particularly remember Richard Kellow’s 
mum who is in hospital suffering from Legionnaires Disease 
 

² Pray for children and staff as they return to school after the summer 
break. We especially pray for Molly, Erin, Sam, Alex and Matthew as 
they start their new school 

 
² In everything give thanks to the Lord for He is good! 



 
Wednesday 31st August  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group at 56 Barrons Way 
 
Sunday 4th September 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship and Holy Baptism 
 
Monday 5th September  
7.45pm ~ PCC meeting at Mary's  
  
Sunday 11th September 
9.30am ~  Holy Communion 
  
Sunday 18th September 
8.00am  ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am  ~ Harvest Thanksgiving 
  
Monday 19th September 
7.00pm ~ Friends of St Mary’s wine and cheese, 26 Swaynes Lane 
  
Thursday  22nd September  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
8.00pm ~ Welcome back to Amy Bland, with news from her time in New 
Zealand 
 
Saturday 24th September 
9.30 – 12 ~ Space to breathe at Dry Drayton 
 
Sunday 25th September 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion for all ages 
  
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th  September, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com	


