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Dear friends 

At the end of this month I shall be taking up my new role as Bishop’s 
Officer for Market Towns. A number of people have asked me what the job 
will involve, and the simple answer is that I don’t really know – yet!  A fair 
bit of the first few months will involve exploring the situation, and deciding 
exactly how to move on from there. Please keep me in your prayers – I 
shall certainly need them – and I shall of course be praying all the time for 
St Mary’s. 

Our archdeacon, Ven Alex Hughes, and others have already been putting 
quite a lot of time into finding a new minister. This is a wonderful parish in 
an exciting team, and I know a lot of people will want to come and take on 
the job. The important thing is to be praying for the right one. Whoever 
comes will, I know, have gifts that are different from mine, and will bring a 
fresh vision and energy to St Mary’s and to the parishes around. 

In the mean time, St Mary’s is part of a team ministry, and most certainly 
will not be left all alone.  Corin Redsell, now back in the area and living in 
Barton, will be taking on a bigger role at St Mary’s, leading worship and 
joining the PCC. There is also a gifted group of others who will be sharing 
in leading and preaching, as Wendy (our ordinand) moves into her second 
year, Sue moves towards completing her Licensed Lay Minister training, 
and Philip returns to full health. Joshua is also exploring the call to licensed 
lay ministry, and will be beginning to take a part in leading worship. 

Our wardens will continue to oversee the buildings and the practical side of 
church life, as well as supporting and working with those involved in 
leading worship. Just next door, my team vicar colleagues will be on hand 
to help, advise, support and also to take weddings, funerals and be there 
in any other way that is needed. 



You may hear the gap between rectors referred to by the formal term of 
‘interregnum’. That literally means, ‘between kings’ and is, of course, 
completely wrong. There is only one King over the Church of God, and 
God will most certainly continue to be here, guiding, blessing, inspiring and 
encouraging in all that the future holds. And may each and every person in 
and around St Mary’s know His great blessing always. 

Mike 

Team Clergy contact details: 

Revd Alison Myers (acting team rector)  01954 212815
alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org 

Revd Rebecca Gilbert  01223 817805 rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org 

Revd Corin Redsell  corinredsell@lordsbridge.org 

  

(Mike’s email after 22nd October will be mikebooker@madasafish.com) 

  

Sharing in the life of St Mary’s 

A church is not primarily a building, but a body of people called to serve 
God together, St Mary’s works best as a church when everybody plays 
their part, and nobody is over-stretched.  If you feel God may be calling 
you to take on a new role or to start a new venture, please let Corin or one 
of the wardens know. We also need a number of people to help in some 
existing roles. Might one of the following be a task you could take up? 

- Joining a rota to operate the sound system in services 

- Overseeing the fair trade stall 

- Becoming a sidesman (welcoming, giving out books and helping to set up 
the church for worship) 

Mike 

 
 



Help needed with Fairtrade 

As most of you know, Joan and I have been selling Fairtrade at St Mary’s 
for almost 6 years, with a turnover of more than £2,000 each year.  We 
would like to thank you all for your support and encouragement – we could 
not have done it without you. 

Soon Joan will be moving house, and although we shall still see her at St 
Mary’s it will be less easy to collaborate on the Fairtrade enterprise.   I too 
have been overstretched recently with the church roof problems,  extra 
work connected with the Old School House and finally  a request to help 
look after my grandson .  Something has to give, and I am sorry it will have 
to be the Fairtrade. 

Jason Carr is a very able and enthusiastic assistant but he cannot be at St 
Mary’s every Sunday and when Wendy finishes her training at Ridley Hall 
the family will be on the move. 

We need someone to take over or Fairtrading will cease at the end of the 
year. 

The enterprise does not have to be run the way it has been.  There need 
not be a weekly stall in church, it could be once a month – or not at all.  
Fairtrade could be sold at church coffee mornings and other events, at a 
pop-up shop, or straight from the catalogue.  I will be happy to discuss the 
possible options. 

I would be sorry if this most successful venture has to end and I do hope 
someone feels able to take it on in some form or other. 

Mary Jenkins 

 
 
Worship singing group ~ Thursday 27th October 	

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Thursday 27th October 7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 

 



 

Thank you to everyone who helped in whatever way to make the church 
fete a success. We have still been receiving financial donations for the fete 
and the amount raised now stands at over £2240… Well done everyone  

 

 
    
  

In the past St Mary’s Church has supported Operation 
Christmas Child.  Over the past few years we have 
brought smiles to many to children who would not 
usually receive anything at Christmas child. 
This is the world’s largest children’s Christmas project, 
run by the Christian relief and development 
organisation Samaritan’s Purse. 
They go to children regardless of their back ground or religious belief. It is 
a gift of unconditional love. It is a joy to see their smiles when they receive 
a gift from someone who has taken the care to fill a box with gifts just for 
them to receive. 
If you are unable to support this project by filling a whole shoebox but wish 
to donate something even if it is just one item. There will be a box in 
Church to collect these items (We do ask that all gifts should be new). Also 
if you have any empty shoeboxes we would still be grateful, wrapped or 
unwrapped we do not mind. 
During the year, if there are any knitters that would like to knit a hat, scarf 
and/ or mittens they would be gratefully received, either this year or next. 
There will be leaflets in the church if you require one. 
  
Items required for the shoeboxes are as follows; 
TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls 
or stuffed toys (with CS label), toy trucks, harmonica, yo-yo, skipping rope, 
ball, small puzzles etc. 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES: Pens, pencils, & sharpeners, crayons or felt pens, 
stamps & ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar 
calculators, colouring & picture books etc. (No novels as these children 
do not read English) 
HYGIENE ITEMS: Toothbrush and toothpaste, bars of wrapped soap, 
comb or hairbrush, flannel. 
OTHER ITEMS: Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, 



jewellery set, wind up torch, wrapped sweets (sell by date must be visible 
and at least March of the following year). (Sweets please do not split 
packet up as sell by date must be visible) 
DO NOT INCLUDE: used or damaged items, war related items such as toy 
guns, play soldiers or knives; no chocolate or other food items; liquids 
or lotions of any type including bubbles; medicines, hand-made or knitted 
stuffed toys; anything of a political, racial or religious nature; marbles or 
sharp objects glass containers, mirrors or fragile items; clothing other than 
as listed above. 
  
INCLUDE £3 DONATION PER BOX 
Samaritans purse ask for a minimum £3 shipping donation to cover UK 
transportation, overseas shipping and promotion for each box you prepare. 
You can give online to discover the destination of your shoebox. You can 
also write a cheque to Samaritan’s Purse, place it in an envelope and put it 
inside your shoebox, then secure the box with an elastic band. If you do 
more than one box, just make out one cheque to cover all your shoebox 
donations, put it in an envelope and place it inside one of your shoeboxes. 
For further information please go to  www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk 
PLEASE could items and shoes boxes in before Friday 18th November 
(Sunday 20th November at the latest) 
Also if anyone is interested in volunteering please visit the website for 
further information, or speak to Alice Gathercole. 
    
I am still looking for people to contribute to 4m 
Have you read an interesting book? 

Would you be willing to write a review? 

Has a bible passage inspired you or helped you? 

Would you be willing to share that in 4m? 

Please don’t be shy… Drop me an email or a note 
chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 



God comforts us…so we may comfort others  

Years ago a lady visited an orphanage and asked the matron, ‘Is there a 
child here nobody has offered to adopt?’ The matron replied, ‘There is. 
She’s ten years old, not much to look at, and she has a hunchback.’ The 
lady said, ‘That’s the child I want!’ Thirty-five years later the director of the 
Orphanage Inspection Department in Iowa submitted the following report 
on a state-run facility: ‘This home is outstanding. It’s clean, the food’s 
good, the children are well-cared-for, and the atmosphere is unlike 
anything I’ve ever experienced. The matron, Mercy Goodfaith, has a soul 
that oozes love; she has such beautiful eyes I forgot how homely her face 
was - or that she was a hunchback.’ Because a Good Samaritan had the 
courage to love and nurture a little girl others overlooked, Mercy Goodfaith 
went on to share that same love with hundreds of other orphans. Paul 
says, ‘God … comforts us … so that we can comfort those in any trouble 
with the comfort we … receive.’ And Billy Graham adds: ‘Those who have 
suffered the most are best able to comfort others … to empathise with 
[their] afflictions because of what they’ve experienced … Our sufferings 
may be hard to bear, but our goal should be to learn all we can from what 
we’re called to endure so we can fulfil a ministry of comfort as Jesus did. 
“Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:18 NIV 2011 Edition). The 
sufferer becomes the comforter in the service of the Lord 

 
Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion – used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF. 

 
Shared lunch on Sunday 16th October 
This will be a special lunch in church, when we say goodbye to Mike and 
Liz. It will be a buffet style hot meal. Everyone in the church family is 
invited… Please let either Chris or Mary know if you are planning to 
come… Just for catering purposes… There will be a sign up sheet in 
church for desserts and other items. 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the changing seasons  - and as we enter a new season 
at St Mary's – pray that we will embrace the newness of the season and 
learn from the experience 
 

² Give thanks for the success of the church 
fete, for the people who came and enjoyed a 
lovely afternoon and for the funds raised  

 
² Give thanks for people that visit St Mary’s, 

may the seed of faith begin and continue to 
grow 
 

² Continue to pray Mike and Liz and prepare 
to say farewell to St Mary's  
 

² Pray for the PCC and church wardens as we prepare to enter the 
interregnum  
 

² For those facing uncertain times at work or at home, that they may 
know the Lord as their unshakable rock in the midst of the storm 
 

² Continue to pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous 
locations – may they know Your provision, strength and sustaining 
peace 
 

² As we reach out to the community during the season of invitation…We 
ask for opportunities to strengthen friendships and make new ones 
 

² Remember our twinned church in Northern India and Kilgali pray for the 
congregations as they share the good news of Jesus to those who have 
not heard 
 

² Remember in prayer those who are ill and in need of your sustaining 
love, comfort and strength 

 
² In everything give thanks to the Lord for He is good! 



 
Sunday 2nd October 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
Sunday 9th October 
9.30am ~  Holy Communion 
Thursday 13th October 
7.45pm ~ PCC meeting at Mary's  
Sunday 16th October 
8.00am  ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am  ~Morning Worship, followed by lunch 12.30 for 1pm 

Saturday 22nd October 
9.00am ~ Mike Booker’s licensing at Ely Cathedral 

Sunday 23rd October 
9.30 ~ Holy Communion for all ages 
Thursday  27th October 
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
 
Sunday 30th October ~All Saints - Team Worship Together: 

10.30am ~All Saints Celebration at All Saints Haslingfield 

10.30am ~Prayer Book Matins, St Michael’s Caldecote 

Please note  

Tuesday prayers will now be at 9.30am – a slightly later start 

 
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th  November, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com	


