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Dear Friends 

It’s good to be back! Thank you to everybody who has worked so hard to 
keep the life of St Mary’s flourishing over the last few weeks. A big Thank 
You again for the kind gift that came as a wonderful surprise on my last 
Sunday before Sabbatical – Liz and I had a delightful break in Devon to 
round off my time away thanks to your generosity, and this story comes 
from then… 

While exploring Dartmoor, Liz and I had the shock of seeing a woman trip 
and fall heavily as she walked towards us on the path, and go into a 
serious shock reaction as a result. Liz asked if she could pray with them, 
and since they were Christians they were delighted to have that spiritual 
support. While her husband comforted her, I ran some distance to find a 
mobile phone signal and managed to call the air ambulance. Having 
studied geography many years ago, I was able to do a pretty good job of 
explaining directions, distances, land features on Dartmoor and grid 
references to make sure the emergency services located her speedily.  

Learning about geography can be a useful start in life! Returning to our 
cottage, I turned on the television to catch up with national news, and 
realized that a rather unexceptional girl called Theresa, who was on 
exactly the same course with me, was going to be our next Prime Minister. 
That’s another use for a geography degree, I suppose. 

All of which is a reminder that we never know when the things we have 
done in life might prove to be really important some time later. Helping an 
air ambulance find a spot on Dartmoor is not quite in the same league as 
being Prime Minister, but it certainly mattered to the woman who had fallen 
and was injured. All of us have a part to play in this world. It may be a 
pretty big one, or it may be quite small, but each and every part is 
important. 



What might we be able to do this Summer, and how can the things we 
have been through in life help us to do that? Let’s be thinking and praying 
about what our part might be. 

Mike 

 
Church Fête  
Monday 29th August (Bank Holiday Monday) 
2.00pm- 4.30pm, in and around the church… 

 

  
 

 

 
Cakes, Produce, Bric-a-Brac, toys, children’s games, books, plants, 
Tombola, Raffle, Nearly new clothes and of course, teas and much, much 
more…INCLUDING SURPRISE VISITORS 
So…  

When… Bank Holiday Monday – 29th August 

Where… St Mary’s Church 

How can I be involved… Look out for the ‘sign-up form’ 
in church and offer to help… 

But most of all…come and have some fun… 

 
Lead Theft. The roof of St Mary’s has been attacked by lead thieves twice 
over the last few weeks. The PCC are looking at improved security 
measures, but we going to face some big bills since the insurance will not 
cover repeated theft. It seems likely that thieves visit the church in the 
hours of daylight to plan for night-time raids. Please encourage your 
friends and neighbours to visit St Mary’s and walk through the church yard. 
The more people we have passing though, the less easy it will be for 
thieves to investigate the church unnoticed. 
 



Thank you from The Chatfield’s (Written on 10 July 2016) 
Dear All 
Just a quick e-mail to say a heartfelt thank you to all of you that we shared 
today with – those that we saw in church and those who stayed for the 
wonderful BBQ lunch. The sprinkling of rain certainly didn’t dampen the 
good spirits of all those present. We feel very blessed in having shared 
these last nine years with you all – and it was lovely to share today with so 
many of you. Thank you to all those who sorted the lunch and thank you 
too for the gift – we will work hard at finding something that will always 
remind us of you all. 
  
We did promise you that we would let you have our contact details – 
please feel free to share this e-mail and the contact details with others who 
may not be on this ‘reply all’ that we have used to get in touch. 
  
Our new address is: 
63 Wesley Street 
Ilkeston 
Derbyshire 
DE7 8QW 
  
Tel no: 0115 9301065 
(as from July 22nd if BT delivers the goods!) 
  
We love to see people and if you are ever passing through to head ‘up 
north’, we would love to see you for coffee, a meal and we have a spare 
bedroom too. So don’t be shy! 
  
We may well be in Cambridge again and if and when we are, be sure that 
we will pop in to St Mary’s. 
  
We wish you all well in your lives and ministry here in Comberton 
  
Every blessing 
  
Jill and Adrian 
 
 
 
 
 



OASIS: A joint holiday club for the over 60s will be held again this year on 
Wednesday  24th August - Friday 26th August 
 
The club is organised jointly by the Anglican, Baptist and Roman Catholic 
Communities of Comberton. It will be held at Comberton Baptist Church. 
The club starts at 9.30a.m. with coffee.  A wide range of activities have 
been arranged for the first half of the morning; these range from painting 
and drawing, woodwork, flower arranging to Christian meditation. This is 
followed by a talk and a short time of worship before lunch. Lunch is 
cooked and served at 1.00p.m. We finish at 2.30p.m. 
  
The total cost for the three days including materials and lunch is £15. 
Application forms are available in St Mary’s Church. If you complete one, 
please pass it to Philip Dean as soon as possible. 
 
Worship singing group ~ Wednesday 31st August	  

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Wednesday 31st August 7.30pm, to start singing 
at 7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be 
used on Sundays over the next month or two, 
particularly the new and less familiar ones. Light  

 

Fruit for jam… 
Margaret Edwards is looking for contributions of fruit…~ gooseberries, 
greengages, plums etc to make into jam to sell at 
the church fete… 

If you can help please contact Margaret. 

 

News from the  PCC  

Summary of the PCC meeting on 6th June 2016 

The PCC meeting began with a toast to Judy and her soon-to-be-husband 
Ken with good wishes from everyone for their future happiness. 

Returning to more routine matters, Joshua reported that our financial 
position is healthy. Some people have recently increased their regular 
gifts, the Parish Council have again kindly awarded St Mary’s a grant to 



help with churchyard maintenance and Mary has obtained a small grant 
from the War Memorials Trust to help with repairs to the organ. 

We have received a request from NADFAS (The National Association of 
Decorative and Fine Arts Societies) to come and record our church,  that is 
to make a detailed record of everything in it – the stained glass, textiles, 
woodwork, silver etc.  Members of the group will visit the church once a 
fortnight in the summer months and research everything thoroughly, before 
producing  illustrated, bound copies of the record.  St Mary’s would receive 
one copy to keep.   The whole process will take about 3 years. 

There was a request for another Men’s Breakfast soon, and a discussion 
about possible speakers.  

Mission Links touched on the work that Tim and Shireen Ettrick are doing 
in Leicester, our support for Samaritan’s Projects and the new link we are 
hoping to forge with a church in Rwanda when Deborah returns. 

Valerie is currently undertaking the ALM Pastoral Visiting course and told 
us she will be doing a project to find out what people want from visiting.  
Eventually she will be licensed to take home communion to the 
housebound. 

The topic of our interaction with young people was raised, and this is to be 
put on the next agenda for a more in depth discussion. 

A number of community and fellowship events is coming up, which will be 
discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 

Chris proposed that we install wifi and a phone link in the church, which 
could be used to provide live links with Rwanda and at home for the alarm 
system and security camera.  This idea was carried unanimously. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award students help out at St Mary’s 

Two students from CVC, who are working towards their Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award, have been volunteering in the churchyard at St Mary’s 
since the beginning of May.  Have you noticed a difference? 

Elsa Farmer and Hannah Gautrey were looking for a project giving 
practical voluntary service to the community for an hour a week over three 
months and agreed to help with gardening in the churchyard.  So far they 
have planted up new flower tubs with petunias and lobelia, tidied the area 
where cremated remains are interred and done lots of weeding!  They are 
now tidying some of the oldest and rather neglected graves and planting 
them with spring bulbs and/or ground cover plants. 



On 16 July we held our Open day…fun activities included ringing the 
bells, playing the organ, having a cream tea, drinking Pimms and watching 
teddies parachuting and zipwiring off the tower. 

Here’s an account of the afternoon though the eyes of a small bear… 
The adventures of the parachuting teddy… 

I knew Saturday was going to be a very exciting day…Our bags were 
packed, my parachute made…I was going on an adventure… one I had 
never been on before…First it involved a journey to St Mary’s church…and 
a meeting with lots of other teddies…Parachuting from the tower of the 
church was not something for the faint hearted and my ‘mum’ – Millie 
reassured me that it would be fun… 
I was carfully placed into the hoist bucket and winched up to the top of the 
tower…I was second in line…but the wind was strong at the top of the high 
tower. Suddenly it was my turn… no turning back… no stopping…I was 
thrown off the tower…hoping my parachute would work…Yes, yes it was 
great… soaring over the roof of the church, the wind was strong… but then 
I began to drop and fall…I was bumping along the roof…Oh no my 
parachute was caught…I could not wriggle free. The wind blew me a little 
and I could hear the shouts and gasps from the crowd… I could hear my 
mum – Millie’s voice… calling and encouraging me. ‘It’ll be alright… we’ll 
save you’. 

Night fell and the owls hooted, the stars twinkled – nothing left to do but 
sleep. The sun rose early the next day, I could hear the people singing 
beautifully, the organ playing and the bells ringing…would this be the day I 
would be rescued? 

Night fell and the owls hooted, the stars twinkled – nothing left to do but 
sleep. The sun rose early the next day…but today there was no singing, 
no bell ringing, no organ playing…just the gentle song of the birds…Would 
this be the day I would be rescued? 
Then I heard a sound I had not heard before…and a voice I did not 
recognise…’Yes I can see him…he’s trapped by the gutter…Don”t worry I 
can just about reach him…’ Never have I been so relieved to be grabbed 
from behind… I was free, rescued and after a dusting I was delievered 
safely back to my home…and waited anxiously to be reunited with “mum’ 
when she came home from school. Mum Millie had been so sure of my 
return she had created a thank you card for the people at St Mary’s… 
Such faith! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St Mary’s = Shining Together 
                    Magic, Amazing,    
                    Radiant, Youthful,   
                    Super 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ringing the bells at the open day… great fun…. 
 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the holiday season…a time when we can draw near to 
the Lord in a new way, rest and recharge our batteries… 

² Give thanks for the open day and the people that visited St Mary’s, may 
the seed of faith begin to grow 
 

² Continue to pray Mike and other clergy, lay ministers and church 
wardens 

² Pray for Adrian and Jill as the move into their new home – may they 
find peace and a warm welcome 
 

² For those facing uncertain times at work or at home, that they may 
know the Lord as their unshakable rock 
in the midst of the storm 
 

² Continue to pray for our armed forces 
as they serve in dangerous locations – 
may they know Your provision, strength 
and sustaining peace 
 

² Remember the countries where there is 
trouble  
 

² As we reach out to the community we 
remember the Church Fête and ask for 
opportunities to strengthen friendships and make new ones 
 

² Remember our twinned church in Northern India and Kilgali pray for the 
congregation as they share the good news of Jesus to those who have 
not heard 
 

² Remember in prayer those who are ill and in need of your sustaining 
love, comfort and strength 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Through August our sermons will be looking at the experiences of four 
people who had an unexpected call from God. We know the names of 
three of them – Deborah, Amos and Nehemiah, and one is known only as 
a little girl with no name given.  God knows the name of each and every 
one of us – and has a vision for each of our lives. Let’s see how these 
people can inspire us across the centuries. 
There will not be children’s activities in the Barn, but we will make sure 
children are always welcome, and that there is always something for 
children to do. 

Sunday 7thAugust 
8.00am ~	  Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion ~ Deborah  
Sunday 14th August  
9.30am ~ A	  little	  girl	  with	  a	  big	  task  
Sunday 21st August  
8.00am  ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am   ~Morning Worship - Amos 
Wednesday  24th August - Friday 26th August 
Oasis Club at Comberton Baptist Church 
Sunday 28th August 	  

9.30am  ~ All-Age Communion - Nehemiah	  

Monday 29th August  
St Mary’s Church Fete 

Tuesday 30th August 
1.00pm ~ Wedding of Elizabeth Peck and Andrew Groat 

Wednesday 31st August  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group at 56 Barrons Way 
 

 
Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  

to Chris Westgarth, by 18th  August, thank you. 
Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


