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Dear friends, 
Living so close to Cambridge and yet being surrounded by the countryside 
is a privilege that we can sometimes take for granted. As I sit writing this, 
the moon is a thin crescent in the inky-black sky. I’ve got things on my mind 
though: a work project, diary clashes, a dear friend far away who is 
desperately ill, things to put in the loft, which I spent the weekend tidying. 
What help is moonlit night when I’ve there are things to be done? Time to 
crack on! 
The other evening my nephew said, ‘Will you lie on the grass with me as I 
like to watch the stars?’ Nothing like a young, fresh and enquiring mind to 
stop you in your tracks. However, one’s world can be busy and imposing 
enough without needing to be reminded of just how insignificant it and we 
are by staring the vastness of space in the eye and seeing it stare us down, 
timelessly. And yet, my nephew had none of those feelings. He was happy 
with his place in the cosmos, at ease with its infinite nature and comforted 
by knowing that. There are times when the world can catch us off guard, 
even in the midst of our rushing, extending an invitation to realise again just 
how extraordinary a place it is. Such times, if we accept them and give time 
to them, can be thin times: times when we connect with something beyond 
our own preoccupations. The Christian tradition would call such moments 
God given, when the world gives us pause to consider it and its creator. To 
see stars with young eyes. It may be that the natural world doesn’t appeal, 
perhaps its music, art, food, and so on. It may be these that lift your spirits, 
suggesting that there is a beauty at work in the universe that wants to be 
known. Not something that makes all things easy, but that, perhaps, causes 
us to glimpse that we are not alone. May we acknowledge the thin spaces 
in our lives and allow 
ourselves to breathe 
them in this month. 
Let us feel God at 
work. 
God bless, 

Corin 



Carol Service singing group ~  
We will be singing some choir‑only carols for the Carol Service, in addition 
to the congregational carols (with harmonies and descants). Anyone who 
enjoys singing is welcome to come and join us. 

 The first two practices will be at 56 Barrons Way: 

• Tuesday 7 November 7.30pm until 9.15pm 
• Tuesday 14 November (TBC), 7.30pm until 

9.15pm. 

Then there will be four practices in St Mary's Church: 

• Tuesday 21 November 7.30pm until 9.15pm 
• Sunday 3  December, starting at about 10.50am (i.e. after the 9.30 

service) 
• Sunday 10 December, starting at about 10.50am (i.e. as above)  
• Tuesday 12 December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm. 

Please check with Diana about the TBC November practice dates. 
The Carol Service will be on Sunday 17 December at 6.30pm. 

 
To get us in the festive spirit…two events, two locations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
    Christmas Coffee Morning… 
~ 25th November at the Village Hall  
~ 10.30am to noon – 
~ £1 entrance includes coffee  
    and a mince pie 
 
 
 
 
 



Let’s look out for each other… 
Autumn can be a lonely time… as the days shorten and the evenings 
lengthen… Let’s keep an eye open and look out for each other…A little bit 
of kindness, goes a long way and speaks volumes… 
 

  Some thoughts from Clare… 
John and I recently went on holiday to Italy. We have done very little 
travelling abroad and we met this challenge with 
a mixture of excitement and trepidation. We 
would be travelling by train from Cambridge and 
passing through France, down to Tuscany, 
Venice and back via one of the Italian lakes and 
Switzerland. Our transport and hotels had been 
booked for us, so all we needed to do was to 
make sure we got on the right train at the right 
time and that we remembered to take the correct 
documentation. We started to learn Italian. 
We had a great time seeing wonderful paintings by Giotto, Leonardo da 
Vinci and Duccio as well as countless beautiful buildings, the amazing 
Venice, calming lakesides and deep-rooted mountains. In amongst this 
though, there were a couple of unexpectedly tough times. One when we 
were pushed and shoved while getting onto a Paris metro train and the 
other when queuing to get onto a water bus at Venice which we weren't at 
all sure was going where we wanted to go.  
We tried out our basic French, German and Italian, but almost always had 
to revert to English. I felt embarrassed by my lack of language skills and 
dependence on others. 
Now back at home, I have thought about how difficult it is to communicate 
without a common language. There are some languages like Esperanto, 
created by the Polish physician L. L. Zamenhof in 1887, but in general 
there is an immediate and obvious divide between people with different 
native languages. A divide that is not easy to bridge. 
I realise though, there is at least one common language. During our travels 
it was seen in the man who put out an arm to help me when I was being 
pushed in the metro and in the Muslim woman who went out of her way to 
help us find our train platform and again, in the smiling face of a stranger. 
This is the common language of kindness and I hope to be able to use that 
language more when I meet those who are, like we were, out their comfort 
zone. Kindness is indeed a fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23) to aspire 
to.  
~ Clare Crang  
 
 
 



The PCC gathered at Mary Jenkins’ home for a full 
agenda.   
We discussed the quinnquennial report and John’s 
recent meeting with our architect at St Mary’s on 
3rd October. This was so that she could revisit the 
Category-A items of her quinquennial report of 
2014 in order to prepare the specification for the work that goes out for 
tender. Michael and Chris visited Trumpington Church with Richard Elleray 
to see their locking system and security cameras. It was agreed that we 
should aim to submit an application to cover the cost to the Proby Trust 
before the end of October deadline. HMRC Charities have paid the Gift Aid 
for 2016/2017, so we are now up to date. Thanks were expressed to Liz 
Bland for all her skills and time in reclaiming Gift Aid.  It was agreed that a 
Fabric and Finance Sub-committee would be valuable to discuss matters in 
detail, supporting the FOSM, looking at accessibility, and reordering of 
space, improving the sound system, etc., before reporting to the PCC; this 
would save time at meetings.  John Crang, Michael Edwards, Chris 
Westgarth and Mary Jenkins agreed to form this. Expertise of others could 
be drawn upon as and when necessary. With a view for increased 
accessibility Michael has investigated the ground underneath the pew 
platforms, to see what might be exposed if some of the pews are removed.  
John reported that Sue Nelms and Clare Crang are looking into 
accessibility for the less able bodied.  It was agreed that we look at our 
disabled access. These matters will be discussed by the FFG (fabric and 
finance group) 
There were a number of questions from the Friends. Thanks were 
expressed for the work of the Friends. 
We discussed the arrangements for David Newton’s licensing on 5th 
December.  There will be a short service of evening prayer at Caldecote at 
5.30 pm, the main service will be at Comberton at 7.30 pm and 
refreshments afterwards at Toft People’s Hall from 9.00 pm. 
The Safeguarding Policy document was unanimously approved and 
adopted.  The document will be displayed in church. 
A number of people have asked to reserve grave spaces, after discussion 
these requests were approved.  This was agreed unanimously. 
We discussed having another Away Day. It was agreed to progress this 
further. We looked at restarting the men’s breakfasts… avoiding the first 
Saturday in the month when the Baptist Church has theirs. More 
information next month…Kigali Sunday went well, with about 75 people 
attended and there were children’s activities at the back of the church.  
Pastoral Care concerns were reported, Val has done more visiting and 
telephoning. Thanks were expressed to Mary for her hospitality. The 
meeting closed at 10.15 with the grace. 
The PCC will next meet on Thursday 7th December at 16 Kentings. 



A word of thanks…LLM Licensing 
I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has supported me 
during my training and those of you who were able to come to my licensing 
at Ely Cathedral on Saturday 7th October.  It was a wonderful day for me, 
made even better by the support I have received from you all.  
Sue Nelms 
 

 
 

The Friends of St Mary's Church Comberton
Please join us for a workshop and concert of the church and social music of 
Comberton during the “West Gallery” music period (around 1700 – 1840) at

St Mary’s Church, Comberton CB23 7DY
on

Saturday 18 November 2017
Workshop 2pm to 4:30pm - Concert 5pm to 6pm

A relaxed afternoon workshop of music, some of which will have been familiar to the people of Comberton during the 
"West Gallery" period of village bands and choirs. These local musicians played for the village hop and church services 
on Sundays, and some also in local militia bands. Their singers sang in three or four parts, supported by instruments on 
each vocal part, performing old metrical psalms, anthems, and also to the new and very popular non-conformist 
hymns. There will be catches and glees, and perhaps even a traditional Comberton dance tune. The workshop 
(orchestral instruments at any level, but not suitable for guitars, keyboards etc.) will feature music settings from local 
Cambridgeshire composers of the period.

Workshop: £10 / £5 (full time education), inclding music booklet and light refreshments. 
Concert audience tickets: £5 / £2.50 (full time education),

More information and music enquiries (instruments / transpositions etc.) from Ken Baddley: kenbaddley@gmail.com

This event is part of the Friends of St Mary's Church Trust fund raising programme see www.friends-of-st-marys.org.uk

---- If you don't want to spoil your copy of Contact this form is available of the FOSM website ---
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please reserve ____ places for the workshop on Saturday 18 November at £10 / £5 (full time education) total £_____

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________ post code ________

Tel: _____________________________ Email: ______________________________________

Voice (s) (please circle/number)   S  /  A  /  T  /  B   or Instrument(s) _____________________________________

Please return this form as soon as possible to
David Hughes,  Meadowside, Swaynes Lane,  Comberton CB23 7EF tel: 01 223 263355



Women's World Day of Prayer 
The Women's World Day of Prayer for 2018 will take place on Friday 2nd 
March.  The theme is 'All God's Creation is Very Good!' and the service has 
been prepared by a team from Suriname.  There is a preparation day on 
Friday 10th November from 10am to 3pm.  If you are interested in coming 
along to the preparation day please talk to Sue Nelms for more information. 
 
Advance notice & call for helpers,  
Lordsbridge Team churches will again be part of this annual Joint service. 
This year, we are providing refreshments. If you would like to help organize 
and/or service drinks and biscuits, please contact Beth on (01954 214518) 
 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the beauty of creation, the changing colours of leaves, 
the beautifully woven spider’s web 
 

² Give thanks for the good news that Jesus brings… pray that we may 
be carriers and sharers of that news to our friends and neighbours 
 

² Lord we pray for people who are feeling lonely or hurting … Will you 
pour out Your comfort, peace, healing love and strength  
 

² Give thanks for the Ishmael concert… thank 
you for the songs we shared and the faith 
story that Ishmael shared with us 
 

² Pray for the many people involved in 
leading our services – We give thanks for 
Corin, Michael, Sue and Philip for their 
unstinting support  
 

² Pray for our village and schools 
 

² Lord you a refuge, a comforter and healer 
 
² As we look towards Advent and we prepare to celebrate your brth on 

earth…may we be ready to invite and welcome people into our church 
building 
 

² Continue to pray for David, Sally, Toby and Oreo Newton as they 
prepare to join us in Comberton, as they say their goodbyes and pack 
up their belongings…  

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, 

justice and real humility 
 

² Pray for nations recovering from natural disasters - may we offer our 
support, prayerfully and financially  
 

² For the Lordsbridge Team, as we look forward to 
welcoming David and his family to be a part of 
God’s vision for the villages and surrounding area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Morning Prayer every Tuesday at 9.30am 
Homegroups meet on 2nd 16th and 30th November 
Carol Service Worship Singers meet 7th  14th and 21st November 

 
Wednesday 1st November  
6.30pm ~ A Service of prayer & reflection to remember loved ones 
who have died. 
Sunday 5th November  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Sunday 12th November ( Note time change)  
10.45am ~ A Service of Remembrance, with the Royal British Legion  
Saturday 18th November 
2pm ~ Bedford Gallery Quire Workshop culminating in a concert 
5pm ~ Bedford Gallery Quire Concert 
Sunday 19th November  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer  
Thursday 23rd November  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
Fri 24th to Sun 26th November  
10am to 4pm, Art and Craft Exhibition 
Saturday 25th November  
10.30am ~ Christmas Coffee Morning 
Sunday 26th November  
10.30am ~ West of Cambridge Churches Joint Service     
                        at Comberton Leisure  
Sunday 3rd December   
8.00am ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am~ Holy Communion  
3.30pm ~ Christingle Service 
 
Tuesday 5th December 
7.30pm ~ Licensing of New Vicar for Comberton- Revd David Newton 
  

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th November thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


