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Dear friends, 
Dancing 

Last month I encouraged us all to go ‘diving’ - to root 
ourselves in God’s Love in our daily lives. I hope we can 
provide resources that might enable each one of us to do 
just that. 

This month though, I want to take the focus elsewhere, and think about 
‘dancing’. I’m not much of a dancer myself. The odd Cèilidh is fine, but 
anything else and I’m out of my depth. In contrast, I often talk to those born a 
few decades before me who tell me that they met their spouse at a village 
dance or some equivalent. It seemed that dancing was a regular part of 
community life in a way that is simply no longer the case. A shame perhaps - 
there is something wonderfully liberating about dancing, that helps joy 
bubble up.  

There’s a well-known hymn that has been sung by children up and down the 
land at school, and often gets picked by baptism families, that begins, ‘I 
danced in the morning when the world was begun…’ I’m sure you know it. I 
didn’t used to like it at all. But then one day the strength of this quite unusual 
metaphor hit me; Jesus is dancing through history and we’re called to follow 
on behind him in a metaphorical conga line. We aren’t to trudge behind 
Jesus, or walk mournfully, but dance as he leads us as the Lord of the 
Dance.  

It’s an arresting and extraordinary image. For the Christian Life is probably 
more often portrayed as an exhausting hill climb than as a joyful, exuberant 
dance. Yet, part of the Christian message is that the way of self-giving love 
that Christ call us on, is not meant to be drudgery and oppressive, but life 
giving and life affirming. We find life when we give it away. We find pleasure, 
even, in lives for others. That is the true way of the cross, the dance we’re 
called on.  

My prayer is that our involvement in church and our day to day Christian 
living would feel ever more like a dance, following dancing Lord.  

Revd David Newton  



 
Worship Singing Group 

This will be at 56 Barrons Way on Thursday 24th May at 
7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 
9.20pm. We will be singing some of the hymns and songs 
that will be used on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly the new 
and less familiar ones. We usually have a short time of reflection and prayer.  
Light refreshments are available and new people are always welcome. 

 
Have you ever wondered what happens to left over clothing items from 
the Church fete? 
Well, Sue Lewis kindly takes them to the Arthur Rank Hospice Charity 
Shop…This has raised just short of £50 for the charity… isn’t that fantastic?  
 
 
Let others see God in you! 
 ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’ 
                                                                                            ~Zechariah 8:23  
The prophet Zechariah writes, ‘Many peoples and strong nations shall come 
to seek the Lord…saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is 
with you”’ (vv. 22-23 NKJV). When people see God at work in your life, 
they’ll be drawn to you. It happened to a short-order cook named Nicholas 
Herman. Dissatisfied with his life, he worried constantly about whether or not 
he was even saved. Then one day as he studied a tree, he was struck by the 
truth in Psalm 1:3: that the secret to growing spiritually lies in being rooted 
and grounded in God. So he decided to make his life an experiment in what 
he termed ‘the habitual, silent, secret conversation of the soul with God’. 
Today he’s better known as Brother Lawrence, the name his friends gave 
him. Chances are, you’ve heard of him and his writings. Although he spent 
his life in obscurity working in a monastery kitchen, how he interacted with 
God caused people from around the world to long to know God like he did. 
His friends said he ‘found God everywhere…as much while repairing shoes 
as…praying with the community’. And after he died they compiled a book of 
his letters and conversations called The Practice of the Presence of God. It’s 
one of the most widely read books of the last four centuries. Jesus said, ‘If I 
am lifted up…will draw all peoples to Myself’ (John 
12:32 NKJV). The more you cultivate the presence 
of God in your life, the more others will be attracted 
to Him. So, let others see God in you! 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 



 
May 12th – We return to St Mark’s College, Audley 
End for our away day… Our morning session will be 
led by Nicky Redsell… Fill out a booking form as 
soon as possible… 
 
 
 
 
An Introduction to Healing Ministry  
- a 3 session course.  
7.30pm on Tuesday 5th, 12th and 19th June at the vicarage.  
As some of you will have heard at the APCM we are going to trial a service 
that has a particular focus on 'healing and wholeness'.  
The service will give us an opportunity to consider healing and wholeness in 
the widest possible sense, to begin to come to terms with the brokenness we 
all carry and to ask that God will bring healing and wholeness to our we 
relate to ourselves, others, the world and to God. 
This service will look very similar to our other services, but will include an 
opportunity to come up to altar rail and to receive the laying on of hands and 
anointing with oil. A simple prayer will accompany this such as 'Jesus, meet 
this person in their place of need.'  
After the service there will also be an opportunity to be prayed with if you 
would like.  
We need to build up a team of people who can exercise this ministry. 
Anyone can do this; you need no special skill. God gives us all we need to 
pray for each other. I am running some training to help us do this wisely and 
sensitively, and would love those who feel nudged to come on the training 
and join the team. 
Feel free to come to the 3 sessions and then decide if you would like to be 
part of the team. Get in touch with me to register interest.  
Revd David Newton 
 
 
 

    Spring Sale – Saturday  26th May  
2.30pm – 4.00pm 
In the Village Hall  - Entrance £1 inc tea and cake 
Stalls include Cakes, raffle, Books, plants, nearly new, linen  

 and more… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Lordsbridge Pilgrimage and reflective quiet morning	
 	
The Lordsbridge Pilgrimage will once again take place from 10th to 19th May 
as part of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s ‘Call to Prayer’.  Churches across 
the team will open their doors to visitors and share with them their ideas 
based around the following prayer:-	
 	
Almighty God, your ascended Son has sent us into the world to preach the 
good news of your kingdom: inspire us with your Spirit and fill our hearts with 
the fire of your love, that all who hear your word may be drawn to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 	
 	
As has become our custom, the Pilgrimage will start with the Joint Service to 
celebrate Ascension Day on Thursday 10th May, which will take place this 
year at St Mary’s Church, Great Eversden, and continue through to our 
services for Pentecost on Sunday 20th May (churches will be open until the 
evening of Saturday 19th May).	
Once again John and Clare Crang together with John Harding will be 
walking round all of the churches in the Lordsbridge Team on Friday 18th 
May.  Clare will be putting together a poster showing when they expect to 
arrive at the various churches if you would like to walk part of the way with 
them.  Alternatively, if you are fit, talk to them about doing the whole walk!    
 
We are also delighted to offer people the opportunity to come together for a 
Lordsbridge Team Quiet Morning on Saturday 19th May, 9.30-12.30, based 
at Harlton Church. The morning will be led by Rev Ian Adam, author of 
‘Cave, Refectory, Road’ which has inspired this year’s Sacred Space 
evenings. Anyone is welcome to attend the Quiet Morning, which will give 
people the opportunity to reflect. Ian is passionate about the need for 
nurturing lives rooted in love for God, for neighbour and for the earth. 
Attention, stillness and prayer are, he suggests, the essential foundations for 
such a life and he will share more about this with us on 19th May.	
 	
More details of all of the Pilgrimage’s events will be available in the run up to 
the event so please keep your eyes open for our posters and leaflets.	
 	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Thursday	10th	to	Saturday	19th	May	

Lordsbridge	Pilgrimage	

	
	

Walk,	cycle	or	drive	around	the	Lordsbridge	Team	churches	and	pray	as	
part	of	the	‘Thy	Kingdom	Come’	call	to	prayer.	

	
Or	join	us	at	Harlton	Church	on	19th	May		
for	a	reflective	‘Quiet	Morning’	led	by		
Revd	Ian	Adam,	author	of	‘Cave,	Refectory,	Road’.	

	
Look	for	more	information	in	your	local	church.	 	

You	are	invited	to	visit	any	or	all	of	the	churches	in	the	team:	
	

Barton	-	Caldecote	–	Comberton	-	Coton	-	Dry	Drayton	–	
Great	Eversden	-	Hardwick	–	Harlton	-		Haslingfield	–	

Little	Eversden	–	Toft	
(Also	includes	Gateways	and	Oasis	–	see	individual	churches)	

 



Advance notice…..

return 

Saturday 30th June 2018 

St. Mary’s Church, 
Comberton 

Workshop 11.00 – 5.30 (doors open 10.30).   
£10 including music booklet and refreshments (free if in F/T education) 

Picnic around the church (inside if wet) or lunch at the Three 
Horseshoes, Comberton (booking advised). 

Concert from 6pm – 7pm with a Retiring Collection.                                                               
All are welcome! – Put the date in your diary… 

This workshop is for singers and instrumentalists who would like join experienced 
‘West Gallery’ singers and players in learning accompanied and unaccompanied 
music (researched from local sources) for a concert which will take place following 
the workshop. It will be suitable for singers at all levels, and no sight-reading ability 
is expected; all of the vocal parts are ‘doubled’ by instrumentalists, who play a 
range of orchestral stringed or woodwind instruments. All are welcome, but the 
music is not suitable for chordal instruments (guitars, mandolins, etc.) keyboards, 
or background or low-register brass instruments. The music is not technically 
difficult, and instrumentalists do not need to have recent playing experience, but 
should have been competent at around Associated Boards Grade 4 level or higher; 
young instrumentalists at any level will be very welcome. Extracted, transposed and 
re-cleffed parts can be provided, and the music will be available in advance on the 
Bedford Gallery Quire website, where further information 
about West Gallery music and its history will be found. Look 
out for the booking forms at Church, or use the form 
provided at the Bedford Gallery Quire website: 
http://www.bedfordgalleryquire.org.uk/futureevents.html 

More info & music enquiries (instruments / transpositions, 
etc.) from: kenbaddley@gmail.com / 01234 310018 



Prayer pointers 

 
 
² May we know what it means to share in the full and 

abundant life that Jesus freely gives 
 

² Pray for those who are mourning…may You bring 
peace comfort and strength 

 
² We continue to pray for world leaders that there will be 

no hidden agendas…that they may lead with peace, justice and real 
humility.  

 
² As Pentecost approaches… we pray for an outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit…that we will be changed…that fruit will grow and we will be a 
blessing to others 

 
² Thank you for the warmth of your sunshine…that lifts our spirits 
 
² Show us how we can remain ‘rooted and grounded’ in faith and with our 

eyes fixed on you 
 
² Help us the remember the reason the Son came was to defeat the works 

of the evil one and that we might have everlasting life 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The chancel area of church can be used as a place of quiet 
contemplation…  

There are some lovely prayer stations and ideas to help us  
with our communications with God… 



 
 
 
 
Thursday 3rd May  
3 homegroups meet every other Thursday (1 daytime, 2 evening) 
Sunday 6th May  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Tuesday 8th May  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
Thursday 10th May 
7.30pm ~ Ascension Day Service ~ St Mary’s Church, Great Eversden 
Saturday 12th May 
Away Day 
Sunday 13th May 
8am      ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Tuesday 15th May 
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
Thursday 17th May 
Homegroups 
Saturday 19th May 
9.30 am to 12.30 pm ~Lordsbridge Team Quiet Morning at Harlton Church 
Sunday 20th May (Pentecost Sunday) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Monday 21st May 
7.30pm ~ A service for Church Wardens’ admission to Office 
Tuesday 22nd May 
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
Thursday 24th May 
2.30 pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Saturday 26th May 
2.30pm -4pm Spring Sale in the Village Hall 
Sunday 27th May (Trinity Sunday) 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship (Kigali Sunday) 
Tuesday 29th May  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
Thursday 31st May  
Homegroups 

 
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th May thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


