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Dear friends, 
Celebrating  

At the end of January many of you filled in a short questionnaire entitled 
‘Moving Forward Together’. It was an opportunity for all of us to reflect on 
our common life as the church and think about what God might be calling us 
into, in the coming months and years. The responses were wonderful: 
thoughtful, varied and prayerful. Thank you to everyone who responded.  

The PCC then looked at some similar questions together in a more 
conversational manner, as well as thrashing out some other possible ideas. 
I’ve begun to collate all this together to help my own activity, and to help us 
all move in the same direction together. It’s not a rigid plan so much as 
guidance notes for the next chapter. I hope to publish it soon.  

One of the things in the questionnaire that I asked everybody to comment on 
was what was good about the life of St Mary’s. This won’t be in the ‘guidance 
notes’ so I thought I’d say a few words about what people wanted to 
celebrate here.  

There was an overriding perception that St Mary’s was a caring community. 
I’ve seen as much since arriving: a family, who welcome newcomers 
(including us), as well as looks after each other through ups and downs of 
life. From my point of view this is absolutely foundational and a joy to behold, 
for this is the centre of what it is to be the church. Jesus said ‘this is how 
they will know you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ Last month, I 
spoke about the church’s task being witness, and this begins with us loving 
one another. So whatever else goes on, long may we continue to love one 
another.  

A huge number of other things were also highlighted as worthy of 
celebration. Let me mention two. First, the extent to which the church 
community is involved in village life. It means the church is not a cut off 
clique, but sharing Christ’s love in the heart of the community. Second, the 
vast amount of time and energy that so many people give, that enable the 
ongoing life of the church. Later in the year we hope to a hold ‘The Big 
Thank You Party’ to celebrate each and every person involved.  



I know, I know… it’s Lent, and the time for dust and ashes. But, I’m not sure 
small village churches often get the opportunity to celebrate all that’s good in 
their life. Worldly pressures from church hierarchies can sometimes make 
any village church feel a bit down about the life of their small community 
weighted towards the older generations. Yet there is so much to celebrate 
and give thanks for. Jesus Christ is at work in our midst, healing, 
transforming, loving - what more could we ask for?  

Perhaps this Lent our discipline could be ‘celebration’: to learn daily give 
thanks; to fix our eyes on all that is good, and foremost on Jesus Christ who 
is alive and at work in this place. That’s worth celebrating.  

Revd David Newton 

 
Worship Singing Group 

This will be at 56 Barrons Way on Tuesday 20th March at 
7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 
9.20pm. We will be singing some of the hymns and songs 
that will be used on Sundays over the next month or two, 
particularly the new and less familiar ones. We usually have a short time of 
reflection and prayer.  Light refreshments are available and new people are 
always welcome. 

Easter Coffee Morning 
24th March at the Village Hall… 
10.30am, £1 entrance includes Coffee 
and a hot cross bun… 

Raffle, Cakes, Easter Egg Tombola 
 
 
 
 

 
Urgent Appeal 
As you will see from the 2018 CLEANING ROTA there is a 
shortage of volunteers. 
Each year the numbers are, for a variety of reasons, 
declining. 
If you are able to help OR already have a slot but could 
do a week or so more it would be much appreciated 
  
Please contact Margaret Edwards 
 01223 262748 / margaret@kentings.co.uk 



Where are you living today? 
 ‘To Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 
ask or think…be glory…forever.’ ~ Ephesians 3:20-21 NKJV 
 
Israel’s journey from Egypt to the Promised Land illustrates three different 
places you can choose to live:  
1) The place of ‘not enough’. As slaves in Egypt they were forced to depend 
on Pharaoh for everything. And when you have to keep relying on anyone 
but God, you’re not truly free. Until you understand that God is your provider, 
you’ll live with a ‘not enough’ mentality. Elijah was living by a stream in the 
middle of a famine, and ravens brought him meat each day. Then one day 
the ravens didn’t show up, and the brook dried up. Why? God dried up a 
temporary source to drive Elijah back to his true source. Understand this: 
regardless of what or whom He uses – God is your source. He is called 
‘Jehovah Jireh’, which means ‘the Lord will provide’.  

2) The place of ‘just enough’. In the wilderness Israel 
had just enough manna for each day. It’s no fun 
struggling to just get by. But we appreciate what we 
have to struggle for, and we learn to trust God more. 
Plus, living through such seasons builds into us a 
tenacity to keep moving towards better things. 

3) The place of ‘more than enough’. God’s plan for Israel was ‘a land in 
which you…will lack nothing’ (Deuteronomy 8:9 NKJV). And His goal for you 
is abundance in every area of life (see 2 Corinthians 9:8 NIV). Is that so you 
can hoard it? No, it’s so you can bless others and fulfil your assignment in 
life. So, stand on this Scripture: ‘To Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works 
in us…be glory…forever.’ 
 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 

 
 
A date for your diaries… April 26th 2018 
We look forward to the return of Ishmael (Revd Ian 
Smale) for what promises to be another amazing 
concert. Pay on the door… £5, refreshments 
available…   
 
 
 
 



 
We might not have the Fairtrade stall in church  

but we can still support Fairtrade…If you would like to give to the 
Fairtrade Lent Appeal – the Government will match fund our donations – 

Speak to Mary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PCC met at the beginning of February and 
began thinking about “Moving Forward Together”, 
where we are now and where we might be heading.  
A good number had been filled in and returned 
before the meeting.  Several themes recurred – the 
family feeling and warmth of welcome at St Mary’s, 
the involvement of church members in all aspects of village life; the variety of 
excellent music at services and the interest in hearing about other people’s 
journey to faith. 
Each of the questions was printed on a sheet of paper and passed round the 
table so that members could add their own comments. 
 
A second “Mind Mapping” exercise was similar using questions from David’s 
Possible Vision Statement under the headings Celebrate, Deepen, Engage, 
Grow and Serve and from his Ideas document laying out possible directions 
for the future. 
David recognised our good relationship with the Baptist and Catholic 
communities in the village and felt we should concentrate on areas which 
they do not already cover. 
These comments will help formulate our Development Action Plan. The PCC 
will meet again on March 7th. 
 
 

Memorial	lilies	for	Easter		

KD	will	be	ordering	memorial	lilies	around	
the	20th	of	March.		If	you	would	like	to	
donate	lilies	in	memory	of	a	loved	one	

please	contact	KD	or	one	of	the	
Churchwardens	



 

SongCycle 

 
St Mary’s Church  

                  Comberton    

SongCycle  

Saturday 28th April 7.30pm  

Light entertainment with music from 
Bach to the Beatles and more 

 
 
 



 
World Day of Prayer (formerly Women's World Day of Prayer) 
This will take place at St Mary's on Friday 2nd March at 7.30pm.  This year's 
service has been put together by a team from Suriname and is called 'All 
God's Creation is Very Good!'.  The theme is caring for our environment and 
there will be lots in it to challenge us and our way of life.  There are lots of 
opportunities to be involved, so if you would like to take part, please talk to 
Sue Nelms. 
 
Faith and Art  
Mary Fleeson is a Christian artist who lives on 
Lindisfarne where she helps to run the Lindisfarne 
Scriptorium. www.lindisfarne-scriptorium.co.uk 

The Holy Island of Lindisfarne was key to the 
Christian faith being spread throughout the North 
of   England in the 7th century A.D. and was the 
location of a Celtic and then later Benedictine 
monastic community. In 633 Oswald fought and won 
a battle that established him as king of Northumbria. 
He then invited the monks of Iona who were led by 
Columba to send a mission. Tradition tells of a 
number of failed missionary journeys but eventually Aidan arrived with 12 
other monks and established a Celtic Christian monastery on the island. 

Aidan and the monks were Irish and so the first thing they needed to do was 
to learn the English. King Oswald was English, but had learnt Irish as a boy 
when he was forced to live in exile there. He helped the monks. Once they 
had learnt enough of the language the monks went out. 

The ‘Scriptorium’ is the Latin name for the place within a monastery where 
monks copied out sections of the Bible and liturgies to produce books for use 
by the monastery and Churches. The monks would embellish them with 
intricate patterns and images to illustrate the words to an illiterate 
congregation and as a form of meditative worship for the creator and the 
viewer. The monks of Lindisfarne are famous for the amazing work they 
produced, including the Lindisfarne Gospels. It is following this same 
tradition that Mary works. 

Mary finds inspiration for her work from her own Christian faith and from the 
work of the monks who created wonderful books like the Lindisfarne Gospels 
and the Book of Kells. The ancient inspires the modern. She also studies 
early manuscripts and ancient calligraphy from around the world to gain an 
insight into how calligraphy and illumination have enhanced works, both 
religious and secular, throughout the ages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the season of Lent… a time of reflection… a time of 
seeking God… of looking to Him and for Him in the unexpected. Let’s 
stand on tip-toe with anticipation, expectation and excitement… 
 

² Give thanks for the good news that Jesus brings… pray that we may be 
carriers and sharers of that news to our friends and neighbours… let us 
reach out… 
 

² Dark nights and mornings… Winter is often a difficult time for many… we 
pray for people who are feeling lonely or hurting … May we look out and 
stretch out a hand of friendship…Thank you that Spring is just around the 
corner 
 

² Continue to pray for our village, the people who live here, work here, 
travel through here…May they experience your peace, your joy, your love  

 
² As we prepare for the Easter coffee morning and our 

special services… may we reach out to our friends and 
neighbours… May we share You… 
 

² Lord you know us inside out… You know our needs 
before we ask…Please pour out Your healing balm… 
You are our everything…our refuge, our comforter and 
our healer…We look to You… 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, justice 

and real humility. Pray for the nation of South Africa, that their new 
President, will act fairly and with integrity…We pray this also for America, 
North Korea, Iran, Syria and our own country 

 
² Pray for Mediphur Church, Northern India… for the people who have so 

little but give so generously… May they know increased provision and 
protection…Pray for Masaka Church, Rwanda…that the power, provision, 
protection and peace of the risen Lord will be very evident in and through 
the lives of worshippers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The chancel area of church can be used as a place of 
quiet contemplation…  

There are some lovely prayer stations  
and ideas to help us  

with our communications with God… 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 2nd March  
7.30 pm ~ World Day of Prayer – Surinam Service  
Sunday 4th March  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Tuesday 6th  March  
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 7th March 
8.00pm ~ PCC meeting   
Sunday 11th March  
8am      ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Mothering Sunday Holy Communion 
Tuesday 13th March  
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
Sunday 18th March  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Tuesday 20th March  
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Thursday 22nd March  
2.30 pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
Saturday 24th March  
10.30 am ~ Easter Coffee Morning in the Village Hall 
Sunday 25th March  
8 am     ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Palm Sunday Morning Worship 
Monday 26th March  
7.30 pm ~  Compline   
Tuesday 27th March  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
7.30 pm ~ Compline 
Wednesday 28th March  
7.30 pm ~ Compline 
Thursday 29th March  
7.30 pm ~ Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday 
Friday 30th March - Good Friday 
9.30 am ~ Meditations at the Cross  
Sunday 1st April – Easter Sunday 
9.30 am~ Easter Celebration with Holy Communion 

 
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th March thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 

3 Lent groups on Thursdays  
(1 daytime, 2 evening)	


