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Dear friends, 
There’s a song by a singer called David Gray that includes the line: ‘Say 
hello, wave goodbye’. For us at St Mary’s, it’s more a case of saying 
goodbye before we say hello.  

We are saying goodbye, as is the rest of the 
country, to an old political scenario and saying 
hello to a new one, with all the uncertainties that 
this entails, however we voted. For children, 
teachers and other important members of school communities – 
caretakers, lunch time staff, teaching assistants, and so on – they will be 
waving goodbye to the security of current situations and looking to the 
newness of a fresh school or college year come September. 

At St Mary’s on July 9th we will be saying a specific goodbye to Wendy, 
Jason, Aaron and Erin as they look towards the next phase of their lives 
as Wendy begins her curacy. We have enjoyed having the whole family 
with us during their time at Ridley. As a way of thanking them for all their 
contributions to the life of St Mary’s and wishing them every blessing in 
their time ahead, we will send them on their way with our prayers during 
the service on July 9th. We have also invited them to lunch after the 
service. A bring-and-share lunch that we are all invited to. Please bring 
along a plate of something to share after church and we can all 
enjoy a time of celebration together. 

We hope with the readvertising of the team vicar post to be saying hello 
to the new minister who will be joining us later in the year. 

In all these changes, celebrations, hopes and fears, the one constant is 
the love of God and God’s presence with us in all seasons. May we be 
aware of that presence during this time. 

Peace to all 

Corin 



Worship singing group ~ Monday 17th July 

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Monday 17th July  7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 

 
 
You are invited to a bring and share lunch  
on Sunday 9th July at 12.30.. 
Everyone is warmly welcomed to share with us…if the 
weather is fine we will be outside…Please bring 
either a plate of savoury or something sweet to add 
to the table. 
Drinks will be provided… 
There will be a sign up form at church to get an idea of 
numbers, etc. 
We do hope you can join with us as we say goodbye to Wendy, Jason, 
Aaron and Erin….  
 

 
 
 
 



A letter from Mike and Liz Booker… 
Dear Friends 

As we are beginning to settle into a new home, and Mike is over six 
months into his new job, we thought it was time to send an update. 

But first, and most importantly, an enormous “Thank You” to everybody at 
St Mary’s who showed their kindness in contributing to a parting gift. We 
so appreciated every gesture of thanks and kindness when we left, and 
love to remember the faces and voices behind every signature on the 
embroidered tablecloth. Now we are in our new home we’d like to express 
our gratitude for the generosity that means we are the proud owners of a 
new dishwasher, and a petrol-powered lawn mower that can cope with 
our rather more extensive gardens here. Mike also now has a new bike, 
just right for getting in to Huntingdon and St Neots. We’ll leave it to 
Comberton and Toft to sort out who feels which item is really ‘theirs’, but 
the main thing is that we are so very grateful to everybody and feel very 
much loved and valued. 

We are slowly settling into Hemingford Abbots as residents and (when 
Mike is not travelling) members of the congregation. It’s quite strange not 
to be vicar and vicar’s wife any more. Both of us have a lot more driving 
to do these days, but our new house is a beautiful place to come back to, 
and we are already feeling at home. 

Exactly what needs to be done to transform market towns and revitalise 
market town churches remains a mystery Mike has not yet disentangled. 
It has been exciting, though, to see a number of new schemes getting up 
and running, with more plans to come.  Wisbech and March were 
previously only names, but are now very familiar to him, and populated by 
people who are fast becoming friends. 

We will be praying for you all as a new vicar is found, and look forward to 
hearing all about the new things happening in the parish as your new 
incumbent builds on all that has happened and leads you into all sorts of 
good things. 

With our love 

Mike and Liz 

(6 Common Lane, Hemingford Abbots, Huntingdon, PE28 9AN – 
canonmikebooker@gmail.com) 

 



The PCC met on 5th June at Don and 
Pam's. David Hughes, chairman of the 
Friends of St Mary’s joined us. There 
was a lot for us to discuss and action. 
As we are effectively without a treasurer 
at this time, the role by default falls to 
the churchwardens. We are still waiting 
for the independent examiner to sign off 

the accounts before a new treasurer can be appointed. Once this has 
happened John Crang will take over the role.  

We discussed various funding opportunities and needs, including funding 
for stonework repairs, internet connectivity, using the church more 
frequently and not just on a Sunday and Tuesday. 
A good amount of time was spent talking about the team vicar post and 
advert.  
Obviously the fete was a topic for planning... 
After 2 ½ hours the meeting finished with the Grace. Our next meeting 
(Monday 3rd July) is our agenda free meeting... when we can chat, share 
our hopes and dreams for St Mary's in a more relaxed style… if there is 
anything you would like us to chat about please let either Mary or Chris 
know. 
 
Oasis Holiday Club for adults… 
Wednesday 30th  August to Friday 1st  September 2017 
10.00am – 2.30pm 
A day at Oasis involves a choice of activities: arts and crafts, music, 
flower arranging, woodwork, gardening, croquet, boules, Christian 
meditations or just relaxing with a jigsaw or the newspapers. 
This year's theme will be 'rivers' and we already have some great 
speakers lined up.. 
We also have a short time of Christian worship and then a hot lunch!  
Places are limited so please download your booking form or collect it from 
one of the local churches and return it as soon as possible. 
The cost of Oasis is £18 for the three days or £6 per day.  This includes 
meals and materials used in the activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Read any good books from the church library 
lately? 
How about writing a book review or borrowing a book for 
your holiday reading…? 
 
 
Don’t forget the foodbank…buy an extra something and put it in the 
PINK foodbank bucket… 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD 
ITEMS include  
Tinned meat, chicken in sauce, hot 
dogs, etc, Tinned veg, Milk, I litre 
longlife, Pasta sauce in jars, Rice 
pudding (Tins) 
 
 

 
 
 
…..soon 

 
 

Pray for young people waiting for results…pray for young people 
planning to go to university or college…pray for teachers and 
school staff…pray for safety… 
 

Not long until  August Bank Holiday 
(28th August)…and the Church 
Fête… are you available to 
help…Please see the sign up form 
in church… 

All the usual stalls and attractions, 
plus live music and some other 
surprises… 

 
 
 



Today… be an encourager… 
Anxiety in the heart…causes depression, but a good word makes it glad.’ ~ Proverbs 12:25 
 
When Enrico took his first voice lesson at ten, the teacher said, ‘You 
haven’t any voice at all.’ But Enrico’s mother heard greatness in her son’s 
voice. She believed in his talent. And even though they were very poor 
she put her arms around him and said, ‘My boy, I’m going to make every 
sacrifice to pay for your voice lessons.’ Her confidence in him and her 
constant encouragement paid off, because he became one of the most 
beloved and widely acclaimed singers of all time. His name? Enrico 
Caruso.  

When the world tries to tear us down, we need people who build us up, 
people who recognise our talent and help us make the most of it. 
Consider these ‘commands for parents’, written from a child’s point of 
view:  
1) My hands are small; please don’t expect perfection whenever I make a 
bed, draw a picture, or throw a ball.  
2) My legs are short; slow down so that I can keep up with you.  
3) My eyes have not seen the world as yours have; let me explore it 
safely, and don’t restrict me unnecessarily.  
4) Housework will always be there; I’m only little for a short time. Take 
time to explain things to me about this wonderful world, and do so 
willingly.  
5) My feelings are tender; don’t nag me all day long. Treat me as you 
would like to be treated.  
6) I am a special gift from God; treasure me as God intended you to - 
holding me accountable for my actions, giving me guidelines to live by, 
and disciplining me in a loving manner. Today, be an encourager! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 
 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for warmth of the sun  -  Give thanks for holidays and 
times when we can slow down and relax 
 

² Give thanks for the power of the Jesus resurrection…that we too might 
know that power in our life and the life of people we meet… 
 

² Lord we pray for people who are hurting or needing your presence in 
their life… Will you pour out Your comfort, peace, healing love and 
strength  
 

² Pray for the success of the Friends group as 
they seek to raise vital funding for the 
building 

 
² Pray for the many community groups in our 

village 
 

² Pray for the many people involved in leading 
our services  
 

² Continue to pray for the hurting, grieving and recovering victims of the 
Grenfell fire…Lord will be a refuge, a comfort and healer 
 

² Pray for the appointment of the new team vicar, that the right people 
will apply for the post 

 
² We ask for your blessing to be on Wendy, Jason, Aaron and Erin as 

they plan to relocate…and Wendy prepares for her ordinatation. We 
thank you for ‘loaning’ them to us… 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, 

justice and real humility 
 

² We pray for the fete… that you will lead us and strengthen us as we 
reach out into the community 
 

² Pray for our nation as we begin Brexit talks 
 
 



Sunday 2nd  July  
8.00am ~  Holy Communion  
9.30am ~  Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 9th  July  
9.30am ~   Holy Communion  
12.00pm ~ Bring and share lunch and farewell to The Carr’s 
7.30pm ~  Sacred Space at Dry Drayton Church 
 
Sunday 16th July  
8.00am ~  Holy Communion 
9.30am ~  Morning Prayer  
 
Monday 17th July 
7.30pm ~  Worship Singing Group 
 
Sunday 23rd July  
9.30am ~  All Age Worship 
 
Thursday 27th July  
2.30pm ~  Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
 
Sunday 30th  July  
10.30am ~ United Team All Age Holy Communion at Haslingfield 
Church followed by lunch at Haslingfield vicarage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th July, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


