
4m 
Members and friends of St Mary’s Monthly Missive 

February 2018 
Visit us online at www.combertonchurch.co.uk                                                             

 

Dear friends, 
What is the church for?  

In many ways I feel like I’m in the second leg of a race. Where the first leg 
was very clearly defined (from installation to Christmas) and the tasks at 
hand easy to identify (get out there and meet people), this second leg is 
somewhat less clear cut. I now have to face the difficult questions of what to 
prioritise; where should I focus my own limited resources and energy, and 
where should I steer others to invest as well.  

There are no easy answers but it has to begin, I think, by going back to 
basics, and by thinking through what the church is for. Many of you will have 
filled in a simple questionnaire in January asking for your thoughts on 
aspects of church life. The PCC will meet on 1st February and think hard 
about our priorities and how we journey onward in the next year or three.  

But all that thinking needs first to be grounded in understanding what the 
church is for. To put it in more theological language: we need to ask what the 
mission of the church is; what it is tasked with. If we miss that we won’t get 
very far at all. As a church we need to continue thinking about what our 
specific God given mission or task might be here and now, but in this space 
let me say what I think the task of the church always is - now and forever. 

If there is one word I would use to describe the task (or mission) of the 
church it is this: witness. The church, our small village church, is called to 
witness to God’s love and goodness at work in our midst. That’s it.  

We are to testify to what we have seen of the living Lord Jesus, through what 
we say and what we do. And if we understand our mission (or task) like that 
we can perhaps feel like we’re already at least on the right road. We witness 
to God’s love when we meet and celebrate him in Word and Sacrament. We 
witness to his goodness as we care for one another through distress and 
difficulty. We witness to his grace as we involve ourselves in village life and 
the community beyond the church, serve those in need, care for our planet. 



There a countless other ways we might fulfil our task, and working out which 
ones to focus on is the next leg of our journey together. But let us always 
remember, that whatever the future holds, our first task is always witness. 

   

Revd David Newton 

 
 
Worship Singing Group 

This will be at 56 Barrons Way on Monday 19 February at 
7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 
9.20pm. We will be singing some of the hymns and songs 
that will be used on Sundays over the next month or two, 
particularly the new and less familiar ones. We usually have a short time of 
reflection and prayer.  Light refreshments are available and new people are 
always welcome. 

 

The Catholic Community in Comberton 
We’re delighted to say that the Catholic Community of Comberton are once 
again starting to hold services in the Parish Church. There was a wonderful 
service in the Village Hall in January and now the Catholic deacon Robert 
Joyce has arranged Mass to take place on the third Saturday of the month at 
7pm. They will be trialling it on February 17th at 7pm and again on March 17th 
at 7pm and then will re-assess whether to continue on from there.  
I write this on the eve of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Since 
arriving in Comberton it has been such a joy to see the unity between the 
Baptists, Anglican and Catholics. May this continue to flourish.  
 
Urgent Appeal 
As you will see from the 2018 CLEANING ROTA there is a shortage of 
volunteers. 
Each year the numbers are, for a variety of reasons, 
declining. 
  
If you are able to help OR already have a slot but 
could do a week or so more it would be much 
appreciated 
  
Please contact Margaret Edwards 
 01223 262748 / margaret@kentings.co.uk 
 



 

'Be doers of the word... not merely hearers.' James 1:22 NRS 
 
A businessman known for his ruthlessness, arrogance and religiosity told 
Mark Twain that before he died he intended to visit the Holy Land, climb 
Mount Sinai and read the Ten Commandments aloud. 'I have a better idea,' 
Twain replied. 'Just stay here in Boston and keep them!'  
 
We'd rather cogitate on what we don't know than act on what we know we 
need to do. For example, a company knows it needs to improve its quality 
control so the executives discuss the problem, listen to presentations, read 
all kinds of books, look at state-of-the-art systems - but never actually get 
around to doing anything. Their problem isn't ignorance; it's knowing too 
much but doing too little. Another everyday example: people would rather 
debate the merits of protein vs. carbs, French cooking vs. vegetarian, lifting 
weights vs. cardio, than change how they eat. The bottom line is simple: 
expend more calories than you take in. Likewise, some Christians would 
rather debate doctrine than do what Jesus says. As the old ad for Nike 
trainers said - just do it! Practise loving a difficult person; try forgiving 
someone; give some money away; stop and say thanks; worship God; 
encourage a friend; bless an enemy; when you're in 
the wrong say, 'I'm sorry.'  
 
Face it: you already know more than you need to. 
And nothing turns people off faster than somebody 
with a head full of knowledge who lacks grace and 
character. It's the same today as it was when 
James wrote, 'Be doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers' (James 1:22 NRS). 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 

 
 
A date for your diaries… April 26th 2018 
We look forward to the return of Ishmael (Revd Ian 
Smale) for what promises to be another amazing 
concert. More details next month… but  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

We might not have the Fairtrade stall in church  
but we can still support Fairtrade… 

 



 
 
News from the Friends of St Mary’s…. 
Great news The Friends are now officially a Charity and registered with the 
Charity Commission. 
A date for your diaries -28th April - the acclaimed Song Cycle - the all singing 
all cycling male voice quartet will visit St. Mary's Church. 
SongCycle was formed in 1996 following the four founder members first 
combined entry into the “Friend’s of Essex Churches Sponsored Cycle ride” 
when, as well as raising money for charity by cycling from church to church, 
they sang a different four part motet in each one and have continued to do 
so every year, having raised over £42,000 to date. 
Since inception SongCycle has progressed to singing in a variety of styles 
which is not barbershop, but ‘à la King’s Singers’ and their repertoire ranges 
from the sacred motets and canticles which they sing in cathedrals and 
churches to popular music by composers such as Lennon and McCartney 
and Billy Joel. They even manage some popular children's television theme 
tunes. "Their renditions of ‘Postman Pat’ and ‘Bob the Builder’ are certainly 
not to be missed, and you will always be guaranteed good professional 
entertainment” 
So put the 28th April in your diary, then get your tickets, which will include 
nibbles, wine/fruit juice, from March  
Check out the Friends website www.friends-of-st-marys.org.uk where you 
will be able see the 2017 Accounts and Chairman's Annual Report. 
 
 
 
Jesus says ‘You are the light of 
the world… so let your light 
shine.’ 
Jesus also said, ‘I came that 
they might have life, and have it 
abundantly’… 
We are given this life so that we 
may share it with others and not 
for it to be hidden.  
#LiveLent is a reflection resource from the Church of England… Copies of 
the booklet are available to purchase from Church House Publishing (bulk 
and individual copies can be purchased). 
In addition, you can receive the daily reflections by texting Lent to 88802 or 
following the Church of England on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, where 
they will be posted daily. 
 
Let’s do something different this Lent… 



 
Summary of the meeting held on 4th January 2018 
The first meeting of the year began with a glass of 
mulled wine to welcome 2018. 
David Newton said we should get our Development 
Action Plan in place before the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting in April. This is our strategy for the 

future and vision of where we are going.  He has also produce a draft 
document “Thinking about Space” under 4 main headings:  Open, Access, 
Use and Environment to help us focus on the future. 
David Hughes presented a report on behalf of the Friends.  They have spent 
a year raising money and expect to see some of it paying for repairs later 
this year.  They have plans for more grant applications and fundraising 
events, and are in need of a minutes secretary. 
John reported that our finances are good with income exceeding expenditure 
at the moment. 
Michael Edwards reported on the last meeting of the Lordsbridge Team 
Council, which is considering how to arrange sustainable patterns of worship 
with only 3 stipendiary ministers, albeit backed by a lot of volunteers (SSMs,  
LLMs, ALMs and retired clergy), and accessibility, which St Mary’s is already 
working on. 
We covered routine matters such as updating the outdoor notice board and 
servicing the fire extinguishers. Deborah is keen to get the wifi link with 
Rwanda started, so that we can get to know each other better. 
It was suggested that Chris and KD should join the Chalice Assistants, and 
agreed unanimously. 
Several dates were set for future events:                                                                                                 
Thursday 1 February PCC at the vicarage                                                                                                  
Wednesday 7 March PCC at 16 Kentings                                                                                                              
Sunday 15 April APCM in church after the morning service. 
 
World Day of Prayer (formerly Women's World Day of Prayer) 
This will take place at St Mary's on Friday 2nd March at 7.30pm.  This year's 
service has been put together by a team from Suriname and is called 'All 
God's Creation is Very Good!'.  The theme is caring for our environment and 
there will be lots in it to challenge us and our way of life.  There are lots of 
opportunities to be involved, so if you would like to take part, please talk to 
Sue Nelms. 
 
The February Oasis Tea will take place on Thursday 22nd February at 
2.30pm in the Village Hall.  Oasis Teas offer tea, cake, chat, music and the 
opportunity to tackle one of Diana's quizzes if you wish to!  February's title is 
'Above the Parapet', so please come along and take the opportunity to make 
new friends. 



 
Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the season of Lent… a time of reflection… a time of 
seeking God… of looking to Him and for Him in the unexpected 
 

² Give thanks for the good news that Jesus brings… pray that we may be 
carriers and sharers of that news to our friends and neighbours… let us 
reach out… 
 

² Winter is often a difficult time for many…With dark nights and mornings… 
we pray for people who are feeling lonely or hurting … May we look out 
and stretch out a hand of friendship.. 
 

² Continue to pray for our village, the people who live here, 
work here, travel through here…May they experience 
your peace, your joy, your love  
 

² Lord you are our refuge, our comforter and our 
healer…You know our needs before we ask…Please 
pour out Your healing balm 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, justice 

and real humility. Continue to pray for the nation of Zimbabwe, that 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa, will act fairly and with integrity…We 
pray this also for America, North Korea, Iran and our own country 

 
² Pray for Mediphur Church, Northern India… for the people who have so 

little but give so generously… May they know increased provision and 
protection 
 

² Pray for Masaka Church, Rwanda…that the  power, provision, protection 
and peace of the risen Lord will be very evident in and through the lives 
of worshippers 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The chancel area of church can be used as a place of 
quiet contemplation…  

There are some lovely prayer stations  
and ideas to help us  

with our communications with God… 



 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Homegroups – 8th February… Then Lent groups begin on 22nd February 
 
 

Sunday 4th February  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 

Tuesday 6th  February   
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
 
 

Sunday 11th February  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 

Tuesday 13th February  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
 
 

Wednesday 14th  February ~ Toft Methodist Church 
7.30pm ~ Holy Communion and ashing for Ash Wednesday  
 
 
 

Sunday 18th February  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 19th February 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
 
 
 

Tuesday 20th  February  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
 

Thursday 22nd  February  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
 
 

Sunday 25th February  
8.00am ~  Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Morning Worship 
7.30pm ~ Sacred Space, at Dry Drayton Church 
 
 

Tuesday 27th February  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
 
 
 

Friday 2nd March  
7.30pm ~ World Day of Prayer – Surinam Service 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th February thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


