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Dear friends, 

Hope 

Sally and I are very excited to be joining you all very shortly. I know that God 
has been working amongst and through you all, and am eager to explore 
how he will lead us onwards, together, for the sake of his Kingdom.  

Before arriving, I want to say something about that little but crucial word 
‘hope’. I was at the #Blended2017 conference recently, designed to help us 
all think more deeply about Fresh Expressions. The Keynote speaker was 
Ian Adams. He opened his address 
with a challenge of being ‘hopeful 
human beings in a despairing world.’  

It seems to me that this pithy 
expression captures the essence of 
our Christian vocation at this time. 
There is quite clearly a dearth of hope 
in our society, both for individuals who 
feel no personal hope for their future, 
and for communities disillusioned with 
politics and institutions. Unfortunately, the Church too can get caught up in 
such despair, as it mourns falling numbers, as well as the loss of influence 
and power.  

In this context, it seems to me that there is nothing more important for us 
than to be a people who witness to the God of Hope. This is not about 
believing in ‘progress’ - as though things should by nature just get better - 
but believing in the resurrection and in a God who brings life out of death.  

We can be hopeful human beings in a despairing world, because we have a 
God who is faithful. He will give us everything we need to do what he calls us 
to do. He will be by our side in the midst of hopeless situations. He will heal 
and reconcile all things. We can lean back into such promises, and so make 
manifest in our lives a hope the world so desperately needs.      

Revd David Newton 



Carol Service singing group ~  

The final practices in St Mary's Church:	

• Sunday 3rd December, starting at about 10.50am 
(i.e. after the 9.30 service) 

• Sunday 10th December, starting at about 10.50am 
(i.e. as above)  

• Tuesday 12th December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm. 

 
The Carol Service will be on Sunday 17th December at 6.30pm. We look 
forward to seeing you all there… and following the service there will be 
mulled wine and mince pies… 

Learn to meditate 
‘On His law he/she meditates day and night.’ ~Psalm 1:2 
Butterflies cover more ground, but bees gather more honey. That’s because 
the butterfly just flies over the flowers, whereas the bee lands on each one 
and stays there long enough to extract the nectar. That’s the difference 
between merely reading your Bible for a few hurried minutes, and taking time 
to meditate on what you’re reading. Meditation isn’t something difficult and 
mysterious that only scholars and ‘spiritual’ people do. 
It’s just thinking deeply and continuously about a 
passage of Scripture, memorising it, letting it take root, 
and ‘owning it’ until it becomes a life force operating 
within you each day. The point isn’t how much 
Scripture you memorise, it’s what happens to you in 
the process. Meditating on God’s Word clarifies your 
understanding and corrects your conduct. It enriches 
your thinking and equips you by making you think 
different thoughts than if you were watching TV, for example, or texting, or 
talking on your mobile phone, or shopping. The psalmist writes: ‘The Law of 
the LORD makes them happy, and they think about it day and night. They 
are like trees growing beside a stream, trees that produce fruit in season and 
always have leaves. Those people succeed in everything they do’ (vv. 2-3 
CEV). Meditating on God’s Word is the cure for moral and spiritual 
weakness; for a life with no focus; for a lack of intimacy with God; for 
chronically weak faith that causes you to fail and keep missing God’s best. 
So open your Bible, read it, and pray, ‘Lord, what are You saying to me?’ 
Then meditate on His answer. 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 



Looking for Christmas presents....  

Here are a few suggestions for 
special gifts:  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a firm handshake to 
a shaky soul  

	

a sincere concern for someone troubled  

a defence of the rights of individuals  

a word of witness to help a seeking soul  

a respect for the dignity of others  

Some of us find the Christmas and winter season a difficult time, but by 
little acts of kindness we can help our friends and neighbours... 
As we remember Jesus is the Light of the World and the Prince of Peace.  

a comforting thought for the bereaved  

 a kind word to a lonely person 	

Share a meal with someone on their own 



Why not use the image here to think about advent as we colour… 
(apologies for the American spelling…) 



 
Small things matter ~ ‘Who has despised the day of small things?’ 

Zechariah 4:10 
When God gave Gideon victory over the Midianites, He used an army of just 
three hundred to defeat an enemy that was hundreds of thousands strong 
(see Judges 7). That wasn’t because there weren’t more soldiers available; it 
was because God wanted to demonstrate His power in ‘the day of small 
things’. Jesus could have chosen any 
number of followers, but He handpicked 
twelve to reach the world with the gospel. 
One day He fed five thousand people with 
five bread rolls and two small fish from a 
child’s lunchbox.  
 

He compared God’s kingdom to a 
mustard seed – the smallest there 
is, yet it grows into a massive tree. 
He also likened His kingdom to 
yeast that’s barely discernible, yet 
it can raise an entire batch of 
dough. Then He went on to say, 
‘Whoever can be trusted with very 
little can also be trusted with 
much’ (Luke 16:10 NIV).  

So if you’re asking God to make you bigger instead of better, you may be 
disappointed. All the prayers in the world won’t pressure Him into giving you 
what you are not ready to handle. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow said, ‘Most 
people would succeed in small things if they weren’t troubled with blind 
ambition.’ Your drive to be bigger can give you ulcers, keep you awake at 
night, and stop you from enjoying the blessings God has already given you. 
Better may be harder to measure and not as glamorous, but the inner 
stability that comes from gradual success is more valuable and lasting. So if 
you’re ‘in the day of small things’, rejoice and be confident that God has 
bigger and better things in mind for you. 
 
 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 

 
 



 
Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the season of Advent… a time of preparation… a time of 
expectation 
 

² Give thanks for the good news that Jesus brings… pray that we may be 
carriers and sharers of that news to our friends and neighbours 
 

² Lord we pray for people who are feeling lonely or hurting … Will you pour 
out Your comfort, peace, healing love and strength  
 

² Pray for our village and schools, as the Meridian visits St Mary’s for their 
end of term Carol Service 
 

² Lord you are a refuge, a comforter and healer…You 
know our needs before we ask… 

 
² Pray for Chris and Pam, from the village, following their 

devastating house fire…May the loss adjusters be quick 
to act… 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, justice 

and real humility. Pray for the nation of Zimbabwe, that President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, will act fairly and with integrity… 

 
² Pray for Myanmar’s Muslim Rohingya minority, may authorities be quick 

to act in order to prevent further ethnic cleansing and a humanitarian 
disaster… 
 

² Pray for nations recovering from natural disasters - may we offer our 
support, prayerfully and financially. We pray specifically for the nation of 
Nepal, still recovering from the powerful earthquakes of 2015… 
 

² For the Lordsbridge Team, as we welcome David and his family to be a 
part of God’s vision for the villages and surrounding area… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who worked so hard at the Christmas 
Coffee Morning - £521 was raised for St Mary’s. 

And another word of thanks to all involved with the amazing 
Art and Craft Exhibition…It was so lovely to see many people 
visiting and people participating at the prayer stations… 



 
 
 
 
 
Homegroups meet on 14th December 
 
Services and Events at St Mary’s in December & January 
 
Sunday 3rd December  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion    
3.30pm ~ Christingle Service 
 
Tuesday 5th December  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
7.30pm ~ Service of Licensing the new Team Vicar, Revd David Newton 
 
Sunday 10th December  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
 
Tuesday 12th December  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 17th December  
6.30 pm Carol Service (no morning service at St Mary’s)  
 
Tuesday 19th   December  
9.30am Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 24th December  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
3.30pm ~ Crib Service 
11.30pm ~Christmas Eve Midnight Communion 
 
Monday 25th December  
9.30am ~ Christmas Morning Family Communion 
 
Sunday 31st December (No services at St Mary’s) 
8.30 am   ~Holy Communion (BCP) at St Andrew’s,Toft 
10.30 am ~United Lordsbridge Team Service for New Year’s Eve  
                                                                       at St Peter’s, Barton. 
 



January 2018 ~ Welcome to the New Year 
(Homegroups, Worship Singing Group and Oasis will recommence…exact dates 
not available at the time of printing) 
 
Tuesday 2nd January  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 7th January  
9.30am ~  Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 9th January  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
   
Sunday 14th January  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 16th January  
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 21st January  
9.30am ~ All Age Worship 
 
Tuesday 23rd January  
9.30 am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 28th January  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
Tuesday 30th January  
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th January thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


