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Dear friends, 
 
When I was a child, my sister and I used to rush downstairs on Christmas 
morning to see what Father Christmas had left us. We’d already opened a 
few Christmas stocking presents upstairs, which always included a 
Satsuma and, in my case, a copy of the Beano! Once we’d looked at the 
presents and before we unwrapped any, we’d look for evidence of Father 
Christmas’s visit. 
We had an open fire so there was always a bit of soot around, along with 
an empty glass that had been full of milk. The mince pie was always eaten, 
not surprisingly as my dad makes excellent mince pies. On the lawn, the 
water bowl for the reindeers was upturned and just the end of the carrot 
was left. 
One year when we went through the kitchen to go out of the back door, we 
came across something mysterious: big muddy boot prints across the lino. 
We followed them to the sink where we found that Father Christmas had 
left his plate and glass in a tidy fashion. 
Christmas is not only about boot prints; it’s also about other prints too. In 
the story that celebrates the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, we see the 
hoof prints of the donkey as it made its way to Bethlehem, carrying the 
heavily pregnant Mary. We notice the footprints made by the grubby feet of 
the shepherds as they gathered round the manger. If we wait, we’ll see the 
imprints of the slippered feet of the wise men. Finally, we’ll see the tiny 
footprints of Jesus as he takes his first steps. 
As we journey through the Christmas season, may we be aware of 
the journey ahead of us and of the promise that God will be 
alongside us when the path is clear and when it is stony. 
Peace and love this Advent 
 
Corin 
 
 



Team Clergy contact details: 

Revd Alison Myers  01954 212815alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org 

Revd Rebecca Gilbert  01223 817805 rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org 

Revd Corin Redsell  corinredsell@lordsbridge.org 

 

An Evening of Christmas Songs 
Saturday 3rd December 2016 

at 7pm, St Mary’s Church Comberton, CB23 7ED 

 

£5.00 per person, to include mulled wine, and mince pies 

Kings In Voco Parentis Choir, plus songs for the 
audience and some short Python style sketches on 
the Christmas story 

 
Carol Service practices -  

Practices for the St Mary's Carol Service will start in 
November. We will be singing some choir‑only carols 
for the Carol Service, in addition to the 
congregational carols (with harmonies and descants). Anyone who enjoys 
singing is welcome to come and join us... 

Then there will be four practices in St Mary's Church: 

   -   Wednesday 30 November, 7.30pm until 9.15pm 

   -   Thursday 8 December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm 

   -   Sunday 11 December, starting at about 10.50am (i.e. after the 9.30 
service) 

   -   TBC: probably Tuesday 13 December, 7.30pm until 9.15pm. 

The Carol Service will be on Sunday 18th December at 6.30pm. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

at St Mary's  
 
I’ve always been struck by the deep care and love that infuses St Mary’s 
and resides in those who are part of its family. Through this love, we can 
uphold each other, our neighbours and those we meet. There are time 
when we know that we or someone else is having a particularly tough time 
for one reason or another. When such struggles come upon us, we may 
find that we or our neighbour, in the broadest sense, would be encouraged 
by a caring visitor, whether at home or in hospital or elsewhere. It might be 
that you are the person to pop round and see them. However, you may 
feel that it would be good if it is someone else. Perhaps a minister, a 
pastoral visitor, such as Val James, or, if in hospital, one of the chaplains, 
which includes Clare Crang on the team. If this is the case, do feel free to 
give me a ring or email me as a first port of call and I’ll be happy to talk 
about what support we can provide. 
 
With every blessing 
 
Corin 
 
corinredsell@lordsbrige.org 
 
(For your reference: 01223 264160) 
 

Authorised Lay Minister update… 
Some of you will know that I am doing a course run by the Diocese of Ely 
on pastoral visiting. At the end of the course I will be an authorised lay 
minister (ALM) 
Simply, this means visiting oar phoning anyone who would like to talk with 
someone, maybe to talk over problems, have a cup of tea, or pray. 
Please get in touch if you would like a visit or you know if anyone who is 
lonely, ill or worried about a problem. 
 
Valerie James   
 

 



PCC Meeting summary  
The PCC met on 16 
November at Valerie James’ 
home in Toft. 
Godfrey Curtis and David 
Hughes came to tell us what 
progress has been made with 
the setting up of the Friends 
of St Mary’s, a group which 
will endeavour to raise funds 
to maintain our ancient 
church building.   Godfrey has drawn up a draft constitution and the PCC 
voted that this should be submitted to the charity commissioners.  Four 
people have agreed to be the first trustees: David Hughes chairman, 
Richard Elleray treasurer, Godfrey Curtis trustee, John Crang trustee 
representing the PCC. 
Joshua presented a set of up to date figures and talked us through 
them.  It has been an expensive time recently paying for the roof repairs 
and the alarm system.  However, Deborah has successfully applied to the 
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme for reimbursement of the VAT on 
the alarm, more than £900, and Joshua is going to retrieve our gift aid, 
which has not been claimed for 9 months.   
Following the sad death of Keith Mills we are without a gift aid officer and 
the PCC are looking for someone to fill this role. 
The interior north wall is to be repainted during the week beginning 21 
November, so the church will be in good order for Advent. 
Deborah had recently received an email from Rev Samuel in Masaka 
parish, Rwanda, in which he said:"We are doing well and Masaka Parish is 
growing in number of Christians though their giving and Spiritual growth is 
very gradual!  Continue to pray for us as we also do the same. 
Please greet for us our brothers and sisters in your church and tell them 
that we do pray for them." 
Chris reported from Samaritan’s Projects that our twinned church in India 
is growing and thriving. 
We have agreed to collect food for the Food Bank in Cambridge; a 
receptacle for donations will appear in church soon.  
Chris is to prepare a notice to go in the new churchyard, directing people 
to the large green bin, in which to dispose of their rubbish and to the water 
butt near the north door. 
Our next meeting will be on 5 January 2017. 
 



We all have choices… 
God told His people: ‘See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death 
and destruction. For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you 
will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you’ (vv. 15-16 
NIV 1984 Edition). One person with the love of God in their heart can start 
a chain reaction. John Wilkes Booth shocked the world by assassinating 
President Abraham Lincoln. At the time, Booth’s brother Edwin was 
considered one of the greatest actors in America. Believing the family 
name had been shamed forever, he retired from acting and went into 
seclusion. But his legacy turned out not to be one of death and 
disappointment, but of life and influence.  

A few years before Lincoln’s assassination, Edwin was at a train station in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. He was standing nearby when a young man lost 
his footing on the platform and almost fell into the path of a moving train. 
Without hesitation, Edwin rescued the young man by reaching down and 
pulling him up by his collar. There was a brief exchange of gratitude, but 
Edwin never dreamed how significant that moment would become. Some 
years later he received a letter from then President Ulysses Grant thanking 
him for his heroic deed. Why? Because the young man he had saved was 
Robert Todd Lincoln, the son of Abraham Lincoln. Edwin Booth took that 
letter to his grave; a reminder that we may not be able to change our past 
but we can certainly change our future. And by God’s grace you can 
change yours too! 
© 2016: Word for Today is produced by UCB, free of charge through the generosity of supporters. It 
is used here with permission. Free issues of the daily devotional are available for the UK and 
Republic of Ireland. The Word For Today is written by Bob and Debby Gass. 
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Worship singing group ~ Thursday 19th January	
There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Thursday 19th January,  7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for the changing seasons  - and as we enter a new season 
at St Mary's – pray that we will embrace the newness of the season and 
learn from the experience 

² Pray for peace and joy to be known this Christmas time, as we 
celebrate the birth of the Prince of peace 
 

² Pray for the setting up of the ‘Friends of St 
Mary's’ group. Thank you for those steering 
this... 

² Pray for our village that friendships and 
community life  will be strong 
 

² Pray for the many people involved in leading 
our services  
 

² Pray for the PCC and church wardens as we 
continue through this journey of change 
 

² For those facing uncertain times at work or at home, that they may 
know the Lord as their unshakable rock in the midst of the storm 
 

² Continue to pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous 
locations – may they know Your provision, strength and sustaining 
peace 
 

² As we reach out to the community during the season of invitation…We 
ask for opportunities to strengthen friendships and make new ones 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, 

justice and humility 
 

² Remember in prayer those who are ill and in need of your sustaining 
love, comfort and strength 
 

² Pray for people who find the long nights and short days of winter 
difficult 

² In everything give thanks to the Lord for He is good! 



Welcoming in the New Year… 
Every year brings new plans, surprises, welcome and otherwise, new 
opportunities, new ways to serve. 2017 will, no doubt, be full of such 
moments. Time for us moves on and we have no choice but to move with 
it. We do so best in communion with each other and with God, for whom 
time is an illusion. 
Joining us in our journey as a church at some point this year will be a new 
minister. I know they’ll be made to feel very welcome here and we look 
forward to the blessings that they will bring. 
  
There are two thoughts as we share in this period.  
Firstly is not to wish it away. God is as much with us now as we stand at 
the beginning of 2017 as God was at the end of 2016. In remembering this 
we should not rush too far ahead and miss out on the love that is on offer 
in the present, through good times and hard times. The poet R.S. Thomas 
was well aware of this need to enjoy the present and the presence of God 
in it when he wrote the poem below. Let us try to do the same rather than 
looking ahead too far: 
  

I have seen the sun break through 
to illuminate a small field 

for a while, and gone my way 
and forgotten it. But that was the pearl 

of great price, the one field that had 
treasure in it. I realize now 

that I must give all that I have 
to possess it. Life is not hurrying 

on to a receding future, nor hankering after 
an imagined past. It is the turning 
aside like Moses to the miracle 
of the lit bush, to a brightness 

that seemed as transitory as your youth 
once, but is the eternity that awaits you. 

 
Secondly, alongside practising the presence of God, we do need to 
prepare for the future, seeking guidance about the future of St Mary’s and 
the minister we hope will join us. Someone much wiser than me wrote that 
we make the path by walking it. Walking it with God now and asking for 
wisdom as we make decisions that will affect where the path will take us. 
May God bless us in the present and give us wisdom for the future. 
 

Corin 



 
Saturday 3rd  December 
7.00pm ~ Carol Concert- with mulled wine and mince pies in support of 
“Friends of St Mary’s”.  Tickets £5  
Sunday 4th December  
8.00am  ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Sunday 11th  December 
9.30am  ~ All Age Worship with Baptism 
Sunday 18th December  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion 
6.30pm ~ Carol Service  
Saturday 24th  December  
3.30pm ~Crib Service 
11.30pm ~Christmas Eve Midnight Communion 
Sunday 25th December  
9.30am ~ Christmas Morning All Age Holy Communion 
Sunday 1st January  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
Thursday 5th January  
7.45pm ~ PCC meeting 
Sunday 8th  January 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Sunday 15th January 
8am ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~ Morning Prayer 
Thursday 19th January 
7.30pm ~ Worship singing group 
Sunday 22nd  January 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th January  
10.30am~ Joint Team Services, details to follow 
 
Please note Tuesday prayers have a slightly later start  9.30am 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th  January, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


