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Dear friends, 
I mentioned in a sermon recently that a friend of mine was talking about 
waffle church recently. Another friend quipped, ‘Isn’t that what happens in 
every church on a Sunday?’ 

Waffle Church it turns out is a 
gathering of people who explore what 
God is about and what God might be 
doing in their lives and their 
communities. They do this in a coffee 
shop over waffles and an appetising 
range of toppings!  

This conversation raises some intriguing questions: 

• What is church?  
• What is relevant about Church? 
• Is it of any great importance anyway? 

Without taking up too much space, here are some thoughts… 

The word ‘church’ has many meanings. It’s most concrete one is ‘a 
building’, although St Mary’s church building is more stone and mortar 
than concrete! However, ‘church’ can also mean a gathering of people. 
‘Church’ as a living group of people seeking to learn about God, God’s 
importance, God’s love for all and how they might show this in the 
communities they are part of. St Mary’s is just such a gathering. 

If exploring how to serve and love our communities as an expression of 
God’s love is important and valuable to us, then so is church as people. In 
a world that operates at breakneck speed, the love of God can be the jolt 
we need to slow down, look around and appreciate the natural world and 
all that inhabit it. This might involve being in the church building on a 
Sunday morning, when, in the framework of a service, much is shared 
that is relevant to life. No waffle, unless one (or more) is served after the 
service! 



It might involve going into the church building when it doesn’t have people 
in it, but is still steeped in the love of people who have worshipped there 
for centuries. It may be sitting on a bench in an open-minded state of 
relaxation or a contemplative walk across the fields. It may be in ways 
that have yet to be revealed. 

Experiencing and expressing church in all its facets is a blessing to share 
and embody. May we be blessed and bless others as we seek to be this 
blessing. 

Corin 

Events	coming	up….(this	evening	or	within	the	next	week	or	so)	

• Concert of Light Music, Sunday 23rd July at 7pm in Harlton church 
organised by Harlton Organ Scholars and friends on the evening 
of Sunday 23rd July at 7.00pm to which everyone in the 
Lordsbridge Team is invited - entrance is free 
 

• Concert- Music & Poetry for the Summer Evening, Saturday 29 July 
starting at 7.30 pm at St Mary’s Hardwick. Tickets £10 which 
includes refreshments. Tickets from Thelma Westbury, 
tpwestbury@gmail.com, 01954 210321. In aid of the building fund 
for the Community Hall at St Mary’s Church. 
 

• United Team Service, Sunday 30th July, 10.30 am at Haslingfield 
Church, followed by a bring&share lunch at Haslingfield 
Vicarage. Coffee will be served in church after the service as usual. 
All are welcome to lunch at the Vicarage from 12 noon. Please bring 
some food to share, a drink and something to sit on. Paper plates 
and plastic cutlery will be provided, but if you would like something 
else please feel free to bring your own picnic plates and cutlery.  
 

• Into the Silent Land, Revd Howard Bigg leads a fortnightly Tuesday 
meditation session open to all. We are learning about this ancient 
Christian practice which is experiencing something of a revival in our 
noisy and distracted world. We spend about twenty minutes in 
silence before God, and sometimes listen to a very short talk from 
an experienced meditator. 1st Aug 12:00 to 12:45. Venue: Coton 
Parish Room, behind 70 High St, CB23 7PL ~ More details from: 
Howard Bigg, on 01954 211673 or hcbigg40@gmail.com 



 
Worship singing group ~ Monday 21st August  

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Monday 21st August  7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 

 
Oasis Holiday Club for adults… 
Wednesday 30th  August to Friday 1st  September 2017 
10.00am – 2.30pm 
A day at Oasis involves a choice of activities: arts and crafts, music, 
flower arranging, woodwork, gardening, croquet, boules, Christian 
meditations or just relaxing with a jigsaw or the newspapers. 
This year's theme will be 'rivers' and we already have some great 
speakers lined up.. 
We also have a short time of Christian worship and then a hot lunch!  
Places are limited so please download your booking form or collect it from 
one of the local churches and return it as soon as possible. 
The cost of Oasis is £18 for the three days or £6 per day.  This includes 
meals and materials used in the activities. 
 
Read any good books from the church library 
lately? 
How about writing a book review or borrowing a book for 
your holiday reading…? 
 
Don’t forget the foodbank…buy an extra something and 
put it in the PINK foodbank bucket… 

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD 
ITEMS include  
Tinned meat, chicken in sauce, hot 
dogs, etc, Tinned veg, Milk, I litre 
longlife, Pasta sauce in jars, Rice 
pudding (Tins), small jars of coffee, 
sugar 



 
On Sunday 9th July we said 
‘Goodbye and prayed God’s 
blessings on the Carr 
family… 
Thank you Lord, for all they 
have given to us and thank 
you for loaning them to us… 
Bless them as they relocate 
to Kent and Wendy begins 
her curacy 
 
 

 
Look out for each other… 
Summer can be a lonely time for some… as routines change and people 
go on holiday… Let’s keep an eye open and look out for each other…A 
little bit of kindness, goes a long way and speaks volumes  
 
 
 
 
 
Thistles… 
Seeing God… all around… 
Beauty and pain… 
Purple… a sign of royalty..A chalice… 
Crown and thorns…adversity… 
challenge…hope…everlasting life  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We met at Mary’s home for our agenda free 
meeting… We welcomed Revd Alison Myers. At 
the July meeting we are able to explore ways 
we would like to see the church grow and 
flourish… to dream dreams and to share our 
hopes and desires…But we had a few 
‘housekeeping’ issues to attend to before that…The accounts have now 
been audited and the PCC were able to elect a new treasurer.  All were in 
agreement that John Crang should be the new treasurer.  
John has had notification from the bank that the new signatories are in 
place: Chris, Mary John, Michael and Don. 
A request has been received from Ann Mitchell in Toft, asking if we would 
be prepared to change the dates of our 8.00 am communion service from 
1st and 3rd Sundays to the 2nd and 4th Sundays.  This would help Toft to 
timetable their services which are shared with the Methodists. 
 The PCC were OK with the proposal, which will be discussed at the next 
Team Council meeting in October.  Michael is to refit the guttering on the 
north porch in the next few days. 
Alison spoke about ALM authorisation and re-authorisation. This is going 
to be done locally at a date in the autumn when Val has completed her 
ALM course in Pastoral Visiting. 
Chris said that we have received a bequest from the late Ann Law with no 
restrictions on its use.  She asked people to think about what we might 
spend it on.   
There was a discussion about arrangements for this year’s fete.  A list of 
stalls, and a list of helpers and potential helpers were drawn up.  Details 
are with Chris. 
There was a discussion about restarting the Men’s Breakfasts.  John and 
Michael will draw up a list of speakers. Margaret offered to organise the 
cooking.  Dates will alternate with the Baptists’ breakfasts. 
We agreed we would like an Away Day next year.  Suggested speaker 
was Rev Sheila Anthony from Bluntisham, who featured in the Ely Lent 
Course this year. 
Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 6th September at Margaret and 
Michael’s house, 16 Kentings - or at Don Fisher’s 91 Swaynes Lane. 
The meeting closed at 10.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Pray for young people waiting for results… 
Pray for young people planning to go to university or college… 
Pray for teachers and school staff…pray for safety… 
 
 
 
 
Not long until  August Bank Holiday (28th August)…and the Church 
Fête… are you available to 
help…Please see the sign up form in 
church… 
All the usual stalls and attractions, 
plus live music and some other 
surprises… 

 
 

 
Pray for couples getting married at St Mary’s 

and for families choosing to have their child 
baptised… 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord of the journey… all-encompassing… with, within, behind, 
before, the highs and the lows…In the Secret Place, in the depths… 
Your seed…Your fruit…Your treasure… Your goodness …Is there! 
 
 



Don’t give up… Go through… 
‘Pursue … overtake … and … recover all.’ ~ 1 Samuel 30:8 
When King David and his men returned home from battle, they 
discovered that the Amalekites had burned their homes to the ground and 
taken their families prisoner. They were devastated. They wept until 
they’d no tears left. Then God spoke to them and said, ‘Pursue … 
overtake … and … recover all.’ And with His help they did! So no matter 
how bad your situation looks right now, don’t give up. Cry if you have to, 
then dry your tears and go out in God’s strength and take back what the 
Enemy has stolen from you. If necessary, take it an inch at a time, 
drawing on His strength and not your own. Paul writes: ‘Let us not lose 
heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due 
time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and 
relax our courage and faint’ (Galatians 6:9 AMP Classic Edition). God 
won’t quit on you, so don’t quit on Him! He has promised in His Word: 
‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through 
the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I 
am the LORD your God’ (Isaiah 43:2-3 NIV 2011 Edition). Don’t give up - 
go through! It’s easy to give up, but it takes faith to go through. When 
your faith honours God, He honours your faith! And with Him on your side 
you’ll come out stronger than you were when you went in. So the word for 
you today is: ‘Pursue … overtake … and … recover all.’ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 



Celebrating all things HARVEST 
The Village Show… Saturday 16th at Meridian Primary School 
Harvest Celebration… Sunday 17th ~ 9.30am at St Mary’s…. 
THINK,(about who to invite)  PRAY (about who to invite) INVITE (our friends and 
neighbours to the service) 
 

 

~ Saturday 23rd September…at the 
Village Hall 
Join us for an evening of giving thanks, 
good food and excellent 
company…Look out for the opportunity 
to purchase your tickets… 

 

 

 

 

Events around the team… 

 
• Summer Afternoons at St Mary’s Hardwick, Enjoy tea and 

homemade refreshments, with activities for the children in a unique 
setting in the Sunday Club garden behind the church on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays in August:16th, 17th, 23rd, 24th, 30th 
& 31st of August, from 2.30 to 4.30 pm. We don't make any charge 
but contributions will be most welcome. 
 

• Story -sharing at Lordsbridge’s Missional Conversation- Tuesday 12 
Sept, 7.45 to 9.15pm at Coton Parish Room. Join us to talk about 
the things we are noticing, hear stories of what’s happening in other 
places, and get training and support to help us join in with what 
God’s doing in the places where we already are. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Look for the best in others		
~ ‘We have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ – 2 Corinthians 4:7 

One of the worst arguments recorded in Scripture took place between 
one of the most successful ministry teams of 
all time – Paul and Barnabas. What was it 
about? John Mark. Barnabas wanted to take 
him on their next missionary journey and Paul 
didn’t. Why? Because Paul was upset with 
John Mark for wanting to take time off to be 
with his family. (Sometimes passionate, 
purpose-driven people don’t see things 
clearly!) But after consideration, Paul changed 
his mind and wrote: ‘Demas hath forsaken me, 
having loved this present world…Take Mark, 
and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to 
me for the ministry’ (2 Timothy 4:10-11 KJV).  
 
There are three important lessons here: 	

1) Everyone deserves another chance. After all, that’s what God 
repeatedly does for you. Now, in extending grace you can get hurt 
and disappointed, but if you’re going to be Christlike it’s a risk you 
must take.  

2) Not everyone has the same calling. The person you’re upset with 
may not be called to do what you’re called to do, or they may have 
been called to do it in a different way. Never make your personal 
preferences a condition for loving, accepting, and working with 
someone.  

3) Look for the best in others, not the worst. The Bible says, ‘We have 
this treasure in earthen vessels.’ That means everyone you deal 
with has ‘treasure’, but it comes in a flawed ‘earthen vessel’. It also 
means it’s your responsibility to look for that treasure and value it. 
Generally speaking, when people feel appreciated they try to rise 
and meet your expectations. 
 
 
                           Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 

– used with permission 
Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 

 

 



Prayer pointers 

² Give thanks for warmth of the sun  -  Give thanks for holidays and 
times when we can slow down and relax 
 

² Give thanks for the power of Jesus’ resurrection…that we too might 
know that power in our life and the life of people we meet…We pray 
for your spirit of boldness and humility… 
 

² Lord we pray for people who are hurting or needing your presence in 
their life… Will you pour out Your comfort, peace, healing love and 
strength  
 

² Pray for the success of the Friends group as 
they seek to raise vital funding for the 
building 

 
² Pray for the many community groups in our 

village 
 

² Pray for the many people involved in leading 
our services  
 

² Lord you a refuge, a comforter and healer 
 

² Give thanks that we have made a recommendation to the Bishop that 
he appoints our new vicar…Pray as plans for relocating are put in 
place… 

 
² We ask for your blessing to be on Wendy, Jason, Aaron and Erin as 

they leave Comberton…and Wendy prepares for her ordination (30th 
September). Pray for Aaron as he gets ready to start at Anglia Ruskin 
University. We thank you for ‘loaning’ them to us… 

 
² Pray for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, 

justice and real humility 
 

² We pray for the fete… that you will lead us and strengthen us as we 
reach out into the community 
 

² Pray for our nation as we continue Brexit talks 
 



 
 
AUGUST 
 
Sunday 6th August  
9.30am Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 13th August 
9.30am  ~ Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 20th August  
8.00am ~      Holy Communion 
9.30am  ~  Morning Prayer 
 
Monday 21st August  
7.30pm  ~  Worship Singing Group 
 
Sunday 27th  August  
9.30 am ~ All Age Worship 
 
Monday 28th August  
2pm to 4.30 pm  ~ Church Fete in St Mary’s Church and churchyard 
 
30th August to 1st September  
10 am to 2 pm  ~ Oasis Holiday Club at Comberton Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 
(Homegroups begin again in September… if you have never been or wondered 
what goes on…Chat to Clare and John to find out more) 
Sunday 3rd September  
8.00am ~  Holy Communion  
9.30am ~  Holy Communion  
 
Wednesday 6th September  
7.45pm ~ PCC meeting 
 
Sunday 10th September  
9.30am ~   Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 17th September  
8.00am ~  Holy Communion 
9.30am  ~ Harvest Celebration 
 
Saturday 23rd September    
Harvest Supper at the Village hall  
 
Sunday 24th  September 
9.30 am ~ All Age Worship with Baptism 
 
Thursday 28th September 
2.30pm ~  Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th September, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


