
4m 
Members and friends of St Mary’s Monthly Missive 

August/September 2018 
Visit us online at www.combertonchurch.co.uk                                                             

 
Dear friends,  

Learning 

It’s at this time of year that I most miss being a teacher. The hardships of the 
academic year are all but forgotten and in front is six weeks of bliss.  It was a 
bit of a shock then when I entered ministry and had to work through the 
summer!  

Still, most of society seems to be impacted by the summer holidays, and 
people shift gears. Personally, I try to consciously ensure a bit more space 
for ongoing learning. This summer I hope to write a paper for publication on 
the work of a modern day (and local) theologian. Sarah Coakley. She’s 
written a huge amount on the importance of contemplation - silence before 
the dazzling darkness of God’s Love - and the need for each of us to have 
our desires remoulded and transformed, over time, in God’s presence. Some 
of you might notice her impact on my preaching!  

It’s a radical agenda for the 21st Century. Silence. Distorted Desire. Inner 
Transformation. This, she believes, is the root of any serious political and 
outward change we might wish to see. Most of us though, I expect, would 
rather just shout about the perennial problems in our world, rather than face 
up to the mess within our own hearts. 

Part of her agenda is to remind us all of our primary vocation as ‘disciples’. 
This has become a buzz word in church circles again, but cutting out the 
jargon a disciple is simply a learner. We’re learners and Jesus is the teacher.  

Whatever stage in life we’re at, we’ve all got more to learn: about God, about 
ourselves, others and the world. To follow Christ, means in part, to commit 
ourselves to a journey of lifelong learning. This is not about learning facts, 
but a learning that slowly transforms us, changes us, renews us.  

A magazine dropped through my door the other day, and across the front 
page was splashed the words ‘hot summer reads’. Even if you don’t do it at 
other times, why not pick up a Christian Book this summer, or listen to 
something, or watch something - devote a bit more time to being a ‘learner’.  



In the near future I’m hoping to set up a stand in St Mary’s with suggestions 
to help us all be ‘learners’ following in Jesus’ footsteps. But in the meantime, 
speak to me - or Philip, or Sue, or anyone else you think might be able to 
help - and we’ll happily put something under your nose.  

David 

Revd David Newton  

 
Worship Singing Group 

This will be at 56 Barrons Way on Wednesday 29th August 
at 7.30pm, to start singing at 7.45pm and to finish at about 
9.20pm. We will be singing some of the hymns and songs 
that will be used on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly the new 
and less familiar ones. We usually have a short time of reflection and prayer.  
Light refreshments are available and new people are always welcome. 

Film Nights 
Film Nights @ The Vicarage. Open to all - just a chance for us to hang out 
as a church family. Popcorn and Drinks Provided. David and Sally say ‘We'll 
convert our lounge into a top quality cinema experience’. 
9th August. 7.30pm for 8pm start of the film.  
 
Delilah's Christening (Baptism) 
Sat 25th August at 11am followed by refreshments in Church. All are 
welcome. Please let David know if you would like to come. Offers to help 
greatly appreciated.  
(Yes this does say Saturday. David wanted to simply be 'dad' and asked his 
good friend who is also a vicar to take the service, so it made most sense for 
it not be on a Sunday morning.) 
 
 
 
Are you able to help keep St Mary’s clean and 
welcoming…an hour every now and again would be a 
great help…Please speak to Margaret Edwards if 
you would like to know more or could offer to help… 
Many hands make light work  
 

 



 

A tribute to my Mum… 
Hopefully by the time you read this you will know that Mum sadly passed on 
20th July…having been ill for a day with pneumonia. Obviously she has left a 
huge hole in my life… but I have been overwhelmed by the cards and offers 
of meals and company. Mum loved St Mary’s and always said we were a 
very friendly church…Her farewell service is Monday 6th August at 1pm at St 
Mary’s – Donations in Val’s memory may be sent to ‘Comberton Parochial 
Church Council’ for the War Memorial/Organ Centenary Restoration Fund.         
With every blessing, Chris     

 

 

 

 

 



An update from Amy Bland 

Hi everyone,  

I thought I’d write to update you on my news. I have just completed my 
degree from Cambridge and graduated with a 2.1 in theology. I am spending 
much of my summer camping, including going to Soul Survivor with 
WCCYM, but will be around St Mary’s as much as I can be.  

In September I will be moving to Blackpool. I will be working in a church for 
10 months as part of the Church of England ministry experience scheme. 
There are 3 people on this scheme in Blackpool, who will all be living 
together and working at three different churches. I will be working in a new 
church called Freedom Church Mereside, which is in the Mereside estate in 
Blackpool. This church was started by a pioneer vicar and her husband, after 
the Parish church was shut down. It started 2 years ago at Pentecost with 
the couple and their one next door neighbour in the living room of the 
vicarage and has now grown to around 35 people, who currently meet in the 
community centre. I don’t know exactly what I’ll be doing yet, but I will be 
spending most of my time in this church. I will also have a placement in the 
Church of England Secondary School, with their school chaplain, and a 
placement with a hospital chaplain. If you want to see what I’m up to, the 
scheme has a Facebook page which you can follow: 
@BlackpoolMinistryExperience 

Beyond this year, as I think many of you know, my plans are to train to be a 
vicar. I have felt God leading me in this direction for the past few years and 
am excited to see how he will be leading me onward through this year of full-
time ministry and beyond. I have been going through the discernment 
process over the last year, which is the diocesan selection process for being 
recommended to train for priesthood. The last stage of this is called BAP 
(Bishop’s advisory panel) which is a 3 day selection conference. I will be 
going to BAP from 22nd-24th October in Ely. I would love it if you could be 
praying for me in the run up, as I fill in many forms, and during the panel 
itself, that God’s will would be done. 

Look forward to catching up with you at church over the next few weeks, 

Amy 

Congratulations to Amy on her graduation from 
Cambridge University… we look forward to hearing more of 
what God is doing in your life… Be blessed Amy and continue 
to be a blessing ♥ 



Go back to the cross 

 ‘But we preach Christ crucified.’ ~1 Corinthians 1:23 NKJV 

A European village priest in medieval times told his congregation, ‘Come 
back tonight for a special sermon about Jesus.’ And they did. To their 
surprise, however, no candles illuminated the sanctuary. They groped their 
way to the pews and sat down. The priest was nowhere to be seen. Then 
they heard him walking through the church towards the front. When he 
reached the cross that hung on the wall, he lit a candle. And without saying a 
word he illuminated the pierced feet of Christ, then His side, then one hand, 
then the other. Raising the candle, he shed light on the blood-masked face 
and the crown of thorns. Then with a puff he extinguished the candle and 
dismissed the congregation. Nothing more needed to be said. Take the 
words ‘Christ crucified’, and add the words ‘for me’, and you’ll understand 
what God did when He hung His sinless Son on that cross. Had you been 
the only person who ever lived, Christ would have died for you. With His 
arms stretched wide, He was saying, ‘This is how much I love you.’ When 
you’re tempted to sin, when you’re guilt-ridden by sin, when Satan whispers, 
‘There’s no hope for you,’ when pride would have you focus on your own 
virtue and morality, go back to the cross. You can’t go there too often. 
Hymnist Isaac Watts sums it up in these words: ‘Were the whole realm of 
nature mine, that were an offering far too small; love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taken from The Word for Today, your quiet time companion 
– used with permission 

Originally published by UCB Westport Road, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4JF 



The Annual Church 
Fete – August Bank 
Holiday ~ 27th 
August… 
Can you help, can you 
donate, can you bake a 
cake?  
Most importantly… 
Can you come? 
 

(There will be a sign up form by the South door…Please speak to Chris, Margaret 
or Michael for further info)	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gathering… Worshipping… Praying… Exploring 

 

Contemporary worship in word 
and song; prayer stations; time 
to reflect and pray together 
with an opportunity to be 
prayed for; refreshments and 
fellowship.   Exploring a 
different way to encounter 
God.  

7.30 to 8.30 pm 
Sunday 14th October  

Dry Drayton 
Church 

SACRED SPACE 



 

pointers 

 
² Show us how to trust you with our whole life… to rest in you  

 
² May we know what it means to share in the full and 

abundant life that Jesus freely gives 
 

² Pray for those who are ill or receiving treatment …may 
You bring peace, comfort, healing and strength 

 
² We pray that you will grow in us as we reach out to 

others 
 
² Lord of the Harvest…Thank you for the crops growing and ripening, we 

pray for farmers that you will sustain them as they work long hours as 
they bring the harvest home… 

 
² May the fruit of the spirit grow in our life, Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control… 
 
² We pray for those who mourn the passing of loved ones…may you be a 

blanket of comfort and peace around them 
 
² Lord, please show us how to learn from you… to become more like you 
 
² As summer holidays begin, we pray that these may be times of relaxation 

and refreshing 
 
² We pray for young people please give them your peace and your 

relaxation as they wait for the results  
 
² We pray for the wedding couples marrying at St Mary’s, Lord will you 

pour out your blessing, your love on their new relationship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The chancel area of church can be used as a place of quiet 
contemplation…  

 



 
 
 
Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9.30 am 
Sunday 5th August  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
Thursday 9th August 
7.30pm ~ Film night at the Vicarage 
Sunday 12th August  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
Sunday 19th August   
9.30am ~ Holy Communion  
Saturday 25th August 
11.00am ~ Delilah's Christening (Baptism) 
Sunday 26th August  
8 am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am ~ A Service of Healing and Wholeness 
Monday 27th August  
2pm to 4.30 pm   ~ Church Fete in St Mary’s Church and churchyard 
Wednesday 29th August  
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Wednesday 29th – Friday 31st August   
10 am to 2 pm  ~ Oasis Holiday Club at Comberton Baptist Church 
                                  September Dates 
Sunday 2nd September  
9.30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 9th September  
8.00am ~ Holy Communion (BCP)  
9.30am ~ Morning Worship 
Sunday 16th September  
9.30am ~ All Age Harvest Thanksgiving  with a display of Allotment 
Association prize winning produce  
Sunday 23rd September ~ Gift Day 
8.00am ~  Holy Communion (BCP)     
9.30am ~  A Service of Holy Communion 
Thursday 27th September  
2.30pm ~ Oasis Tea in the Village Hall 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Sunday 30th September  
8.30am ~ Holy Communion (BCP) at St Andrew’s, Toft 
10.30am ~ Lordsbridge Team United All Age Holy Communion at St Mary’s  

 

 
Please send through contributions for the October edition of 4m  

to Chris Westgarth, by 18th September thank you. 
Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


