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 Dear friends, 

I read an amusing news story recently from South Africa. Some game 
wardens were transporting a leopard from one wild game reserve to 
another. Unfortunately, the van that was carrying the leopard was 
involved in a minor accident during the course of which the door of the 
van burst open and the leopard escaped into the city. In understandable 
panic, the game wardens called in colleagues to try to track down and 
capture the leopard before it harmed anyone. The wardens spent the rest 
of the day searching the suburbs of Johannesburg trying to find the 
escaped big cat. 
When morning came, the wardens had found not one but seven leopards 
in the suburbs of the city! 
What is striking to me is that it was only when people opened their eyes 
and started looking hard at their surroundings to find the one leopard that 
they found that there had been a number of them there all along living 
happily in the suburbs. 
I wonder how many leopards are hiding in our neighbourhood? By this, 
I’m not referring to the Fen Tiger, be it urban myth or otherwise. I’m 
meaning more that the least explored place on the earth can be the world 
on our doorstep. This world can be the one we take most for granted, or I 
certainly can. How much do we miss in the apparently familiar location we 
live in? How much do we appreciate the changing seasons as the 
countryside in which we live changes? Do we notice the loving actions 
that make our lives more meaningful? Do we look out for those who might 
be in need and try to meet that need? 
It always pulls me up short when I remember that Jesus spent his time on 
earth encouraging others to see his life, their lives and the lives of others 
differently, particularly in this Easter season. To see them as having 
meaning beyond the everyday, but, importantly, also having meaning in 
the everyday. To look at the gift of life with thanksgiving and expectation, 
caring for those who find this difficult at times, and to look out for 
leopards! 
God bless, 
Corin 



 

Worship singing group ~ Tuesday 4th April 

There will be a worship time at 56 Barrons Way 
on Tuesday 4th April  7.30pm, to start singing at 
7.45pm and to finish at about 9.15pm. We will be 
singing some of the hymns and songs that will be used 
on Sundays over the next month or two, particularly 
the new and less familiar ones. Light refreshments are 
available and we usually have time for a short 
reflection and prayer. 

 

 
A service of Compline during Lent – Wednesday evenings - 29 March 
and 5 April. Please join us for this short service at 7.30pm  
 
Holy Week 
The church will be open during daylight hours of Holy week for prayer and 
reflection 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                   

Memorial lilies for Easter  
I will be ordering memorial lilies around 

the 6th of April.  If you would like to 
donate lilies in memory of a loved one 

please contact me. Kathma 



PCC Meeting summary               

The PCC welcomed Alison Myers to 
their meeting and congratulated her on 
her promotion to Team Rector.  Alison 
explained the procedure for appointing 
a new Team Vicar for Comberton, Toft 
and Caldecote.  PCC members 
confirmed that they would like the 
wardens, Mary and Chris to represent 

St Mary’s at the various meetings involved.  It is hoped to advertise the 
post by Easter and to draw up a shortlist of candidates for interview 
during June.  The successful candidate may be able to move in as early 
as the end of July.  Our Parish Profile , describing the village and the 
church, was circulated to members before the meeting and was well 
received. 

Joshua presented figures for the last financial year and assured us that 
our finances are in a healthy state.  John Crang told us that the Friends of 
St Mary’s group now have a bank account set up and asked Joshua to let 
them have the money which was donated specifically to them. 

Mary informed us that the NADFAS group will be returning weekly from 6 
April to continue recording the contents of the church. 

A large tree at the bottom of the new churchyard blew down in a gale and 
John Baker kindly volunteered to cut it up and take it away.   

Arrangements for the Annual Church Meeting are progressing on 
schedule.   Church members are to be asked to consider serving on the 
new PCC. 

Three ALMs, Kathma and Mary (administrators) and Teresa Taylor (youth 
worker), who have served for almost four years,  are due for 
reauthorisation later this year.  The PCC were asked for their approval, 
which was given unanimously. 

Chris is having difficulty negotiating with BT over the installation of a 
phone line into the church; she is considering applying for a grant from 
Ely Mission Fund to help pay for this. 

It was suggested that we invest in a new water boiler to replace the old 
urn, and possibly a fridge now that we do more catering in church.  
Various options will be investigated. The meeting closed with the Grace at 
10.20. 



Easter coffee morning – 8th April at the 
Village Hall. 10.30am -12 noon. £1 
entrance includes coffee and a hot cross 
bun. Raffle, Easter egg tombola, Simnel 
cake, etc 

 
 

 

An original work of Art © Sally Coleman, a Methodist minister from Sheffield – Used 
with permission.   

Some thoughts on the painting above… 
Light and life emerging from the hidden depths – Whenever God begins a 
work, He always completes it. Maybe not always in the way we expect. 
But always in a perfect way. Sometimes when life is particularly 
challenging, it can be hard to see the ‘wood for the trees’…But often the 
fruit of growth is forged in the depths of darkness… think about gold and 
diamonds…	"I	will	give	you	the	treasures	of	darkness,	and	hidden	wealth	of	
secret	places,	So	that	you	may	know	that	it	is	I,	The	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	who	
calls	you	by	your	name."	Is.	45:3	 



Prayer pointers 

² Pray for our nation following the terrorist attacks in London…Please 
surround us with a hedge of protection…please comfort those who are 
mourning and those recovering from their life-changing injuries. We 
pray for the people responsible using the words of Jesus… Father 
forgive them for they know not what they do…  

² For those in need of a touch from you…those who are lonely and 
broken hearted… will You pour out Your comfort and peace. Will You 
wrap your arms around those in need… 

² Thank you for the  ‘Friends of St Mary's’ group.  
² Pray for our village that friendships and community life will be strong 
² During this period of interregnum, will you lead, guide and nurture us. 

As we seek to appoint a new team vicar will you make your plans 
known to us… 

² As we journey toward the cross…may we 
experience anew the power of the Easter 
message  

² Pray for the many people involved in leading 
our services… May we take time to seek 
you… to look to you… to hear from you…to sit 
at your feet... 

² Pray for the PCC and church wardens as we 
continue through this journey of change. Pray 
that as we elect a new PCC, people will be willing to serve… 

² Continue to pray for our armed forces as they serve in dangerous 
locations – may they know Your provision, strength and sustaining 
peace 

² Pray for our police officers following the murder of PC Keith Palmer at 
Westminster 

² As we continue to  reach out to the community…We ask for 
opportunities to strengthen friendships and make new ones 

² Pray for wisdom to discern what is truth and what is ‘fake news’ -Pray 
for world leaders that they may lead their nations with peace, justice 
and real humility 
 

² In everything give thanks to the Lord for He is good! Help 
us to remember that fear does not come from you, Lord. 

 
 
 
 



Lordsbridge Team Services for April 
Sunday – 2 April 
Hardwick  9.30 am,  A Service of Holy Communion  
Dry Drayton  6.30 pm, Evensong  
Coton,  8.30am, A Service of Holy Communion (BCP) 
    11 am, Messy Church   
Barton  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Harlton  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion    
Haslingfield  9.30 am, All Age Worship   
Lt Eversden  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Comberton 8 am, A Service of Holy Communion,  
   9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion   
Caldecote 11 am, A Service of Holy Communion   
Toft   11 am, Morning Prayer  
 
Sunday 9 April- Palm Sunday 
Hardwick,  9.30 am, All Age Worship  
Dry Drayton,  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Coton,  11 am, Morning Worship     
Barton,  9.30 am, All Age Worship  
Harlton,   11 am, Morning Prayer  
Haslingfield,  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion    
Little Eversden,  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Comberton, 9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion   
Caldecote,  no service in church 
Gateways 2.30 pm, Service in Caldecote Village Hall    
Toft,  8.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion (BCP) at St Andrew’s 
  11 am, A Service at the Methodist Church 
 
Thursday, 13 April Maundy Thursday (Lordsbridge services)  
Hardwick  7.30pm, Simple Communion with hand washing 
Eversdens  7.30pm 
 
Friday 14 April Good Friday 
Comberton 9.30 am, Reflections 
Barton  10 am, Reflections 
Hardwick  10 am to 1 pm, Prayer Stations 
Toft   11 am, All Age Good Friday Experience 
Coton  1 pm, Reflections 
Dry Draytron 2 pm, Reflections 
Childerley  2 pm, Reflections in the Chapel 



Sunday – 16 April, Easter Sunday  
Hardwick,  9.30 am,  All Age Holy Communion 
Dry Drayton,  11 am, All Age Holy Communion 
Coton,  11 am, All Age Holy Communion  
Barton,  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Harlton,  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Haslingfield, 6.30, Dawn Service 
   9.30 am, All Age Holy Communion 
Lt Eversden,  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Comberton, 8 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
   9.30 am, All Age Holy Communion 
Caldecote, 11 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Toft,  Dawn Service 
  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
 
Sunday – 23 April 
Hardwick,  9.30 am,  A Service of Holy Communion 
Dry Drayton,  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Coton,  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Barton,  9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion(BCP) 
Harlton,  11 am, A Service of Holy Communion 
Haslingfield, 9.30 am, A Service of Holy Communion  
Lt Eversden,  11 am, Morning Prayer  
Comberton, 9.30 am, Morning Prayer 
Caldecote, 11 am, All Age Worship  
Toft,   8.30 am, Holy Communion (BCP) at St Andrew’s 
   11 am, A Service at the Methodist Church 
 
Sunday 30th April, Team United Services 
Comberton  10. 30 am 
Caldecote 11 am, Matins 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Tuesday 4th  April 
7.30pm ~ Worship Singing Group 
Sunday 2nd April  
8.00am  ~ Holy Communion  
9.30am ~ Holy Communion 
Wednesday 5th April 
7.30pm ~ Compline 
Thursday 6th April 
8pm – Lent Course – All loves excelling  
Sunday 9th April 
9.30am   ~Palm Sunday Holy Communion  
Wednesday 15th March  
7.30pm ~ Compline 
Friday 14th April  
9.30am ~ Reflections for Good Friday 
Sunday 16th April 
8.00am ~ Holy Communion 
9.30am ~    All Age Easter Celebration with Holy Communion  
Sunday 23rd  April  
9.30am  ~  Morning Prayer 
10.30 am~ The Annual Parochial Church Meeting. All welcome. 
Thursday 27th April  
2.30pm Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall 
Sunday 30th April 
10.30 am  Lordsbridge Team Service in St Mary’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please send through contributions for the next edition of 4m  
to Chris Westgarth, by 18th  April, thank you. 

Email: chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com 


